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Section 1: Introduction – 1.1

The Village of Fairport is a quaint community of about 6,000

people located along the Erie Canal in the southeastern portion of 
Monroe County, New York.  It covers an area of more than 900 
acres and features quiet residential neighborhoods with tree lined 
streets, a commercial district with unique shops and restaurants, 
and many businesses and industries.  The Village-owned Fairport 
Municipal Commission provides low-cost electricity to residents 
and businesses in the Village and surrounding areas. 

The Village is located within 
the Town of Perinton in 
Western New York State.  It is 
approximately 8 miles from the 
City of Rochester, the region’s 
center city.   At its core is the 
intersection of New York State 
Routes 31F (Church Street) and 
250 (Main Street).  The general 
location of Fairport within 
Monroe County and New York 
State is shown to the left.

A Brief History 

Fairport was first settled in 
1810 and grew with the success 
of the Erie Canal.  It was not 

until 1822, three years before the completion of the Erie Canal, 
that Fairport really got started.  With the Canal open from 
Rochester to Little Falls, land was cleared and several farms 
sprang up in and around the area.  In 1827, the Fairport Hotel was 
built and in 1829 the Post Office was moved from Fullamtown to 
Fairport.  The Canal became an important transportation route 
and Fairport, with a hotel and a post office, became a popular stop 
for travelers.  In fact, Fairport got its name from canal travelers 
who labeled the stop as a “pretty fair port.” The name stuck.  

Town of Perinton Within Monroe County

Village of Fairport
Town of Perinton - Monroe County - New York State

City of Rochester

Lake Ontario

Village of Fairport

Within the Town of Perinton

Section 1 
       Introduction 
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With the coming of the railroad in 1853 and the success of the 
Canal, Fairport’s population began to grow.  People that once 
lived in surrounding areas, such as Egypt, moved and settled near 
the Canal. Fairport experienced steady growth and by the time it 
was incorporated in 1867 had a population of more than 1,000. 

As a canal port, Fairport was a destination for many local and 
regional farmers.  Agricultural products, primarily potatoes, were 
shipped from the port, and businesses sprang up to serve workers 
with production and shipping companies.  One prominent early 
industry was the DeLand Chemical Company, which produced 
chemicals such as potash from hardwood ashes during the mid-
1800's.  During the late 1800’s, the Sanitary Can Co., originally the 
A.H. Cobb Preserving Company, built a canning factory west of 
North Main Street, north of the railroad tracks.  This company 
became the American Can Company in 1909 and remained 
Fairport's largest business until it closed in 1993. 

Today, Fairport, like the Canal, is different.  Much of the local 
economic and employment base is service oriented.  Many 
buildings that were once occupied by industrial uses have or will 
be converted to a mix of residential, retail, and office uses.  The 
Canal is still a major focus for Fairport, as with many other 
communities across the State.  Although it is no longer a major 
commercial waterway, it still draws thousands of people a year as 
a major recreational amenity.  The people of Fairport recognize 
that its heritage as a small Canal village is one of its biggest assets 
and they are committed to preserving it.          

The Comprehensive Plan 

The comprehensive plan is a tool a community can use to address 
a broad range of issues and topics in a unified manner. Through a 
comprehensive plan, a community can identify and analyze the 
relationships between many important inter-related components 
(e.g. transportation, housing, parks and open space, commercial 
and retail development, municipal and government services, etc.).  
It does this on a community wide basis using a collaborative 
process that involves a broad cross-section of stakeholders.  The 
comprehensive plan addresses the long-range future of the 
community sometimes up to a 20 year horizon.  The primary 
purpose of the plan is to provide guidance to those in both the 
private and public sectors when making decisions that affect the 
future.  It is not a detailed plan but rather a conceptual road map 
stating the community’s goals with actions that must be taken to 
achieve them. 

The Deland & Co. factory 
complex, as pictured here, 
burned down in 1893. 
However, it was quickly 
replaced and the company 
remained in business until Levi 
DeLand, president of the 
company, died in 1904.  The 
company manufactured baking 
soda and other products. 
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Under New York State Village Law (Section 7-722), the Village 
Board of Trustees is responsible for adopting or accepting and 
maintaining the Comprehensive Plan as a guide to the 
community's development.   It serves as a basis for the control of 
land uses and accountability of decisions by the various boards 
and agencies and for directing public improvements to help 
achieve a desired pattern of land use as well as making decisions 
regarding public investment. 

The adoption of this comprehensive plan exemplifies the 
commitment by the Village to maintain and improve the quality of 
life for its residents.  Through the process of preparing the plan, 
Village officials gain an understanding of the vision citizens have 
for the village and what steps need to be taken to implement that 
vision.  Village boards and committees should use this Plan to 
help them make informed decisions regarding development and 
zoning applications and how they relate to the goals and 
objectives stated in the Plan.  Citizens can also use this plan to 
better understand their community and evaluate the effectiveness 
of local government.    

SEQR Compliance 

The adoption of a municipality's comprehensive plan is 
considered a Type I action under New York State Environmental 
Quality Review (SEQR) regulations.  The Appendix contains the 
environmental review record, including the Full Environmental 
Assessment Form and the Determination of Significance.  

Planning Process Overview 

The comprehensive planning process is very important.  It must 
be based on sound research and analysis and, if the plan is to gain 
community support, involve a broad section of the community. It 
must have open and clear communication between the citizens, 
public officials, and planners.  This can be achieved in many 
different ways including meetings, workshops, hearings, and 
surveys.  Although the planning process can vary based on the 
community, in simplest terms, the process should answer the 
following three questions:  

1. Where are we now?  This question is answered by 
profiling the community’s current conditions.  It requires 
understanding local land use, zoning, the business 
climate, demographics, parks and open space, 
transportation, infrastructure, etc.  A review of recent 
plans and projects also adds to this baseline information.  

The Comprehensive 
Plan is: "…the 

materials, written 
and/or graphic, 

including but not 
limited to maps, 
charts, studies, 

resolutions, reports 
and other descriptive 
material that identify 
the goals, objectives, 

principles, guidelines, 
policies, standards, 

devices and 
instruments for the 

immediate and long-
range protection, 

enhancement, growth 
and development of 

the village.” 

New York State
Village Law (Section

7-722)
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Section 2: Community Assessment includes detailed 
information that pertains to this question. 

2. Where do we want to be? Question two is answered by 
creating a community based vision. Section 3: Community 
Vision, includes the community’s vision statement as well 
as an overview of what information was considered in 
preparing the statement. 

3. How do we get there? Once you know where you 
currently are and where you want to be in the future the 
final step is to develop a plan on how to get there.  Section 
4: Goals and Objectives, Section 5: Recommended Actions, and 
Section 6: Implementation Matrix all work together to 
provide a conceptual “road map” on how to achieve the 
community’s vision.

Throughout the planning process, the Comprehensive Plan 
Committee held monthly workshop meetings.  A public workshop 
was held in June 2007 to solicit comments and concerns about the 
draft and to engage the public in a dialogue regarding the Plan's 
goals and objectives, land use plan, and proposed implementation 
actions.  Following this input, the CPC prepared a final draft of 
the Plan and submitted it to the Village Board for formal adoption. 

When adopted by the Village Board, the Comprehensive Plan will 
serve as the basis for consistent decision making and will provide 
documentation for the public to refer to when concerns arise over 
the accountability of such decisions.  

As conditions and community priorities may change over time, it 
is extremely important that the Village maintain the 
Comprehensive Plan by periodically: 

re-examining the community conditions and the changes 
that have taken place; 

reconsidering the goals and objectives, the community’s 
vision, the proposed actions to implement the goals and 
the vision, and the expected consequences of those actions;  

modifying or amending the Plan or establishing a new 
Plan to guide subsequent actions. 

It is the intent of the Village of Fairport Board of Trustees to 
periodically review the Comprehensive Plan and to make public 
its report on the relevancy of the information and premises 
contained therein.            
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Demographic Characteristics 

Evaluating the demographic characteristics of a community is an 
important step in creating a plan to guide future decision making.  
Understanding whether a community is growing or declining in 
population can help the Village leadership determine how to 
efficiently allocate its resources, and plays an important role in 
planning for things like housing and recreation.  

P e o p l e

The Village of Fairport experienced a slight decline in population 
between 1990 and 2000 (see Table 2-1).  The 2000 US Census 
reported a population of 5,740; a decrease of 3.4% since 1990.  This 
should be no surprise since the Village has been experiencing a 
declining population since 1970.  The decline is primarily due to 
smaller family size and is consistent with other Monroe County 
Villages.

Table 2-1: Population Change 1990-2000 

Municipality
1990
Population 

2000
Population 

Numeric 
Change

Percent 
Change

Village of Fairport 5,943 5,740 -203 -3.4% 

Town of Perinton 43,015 46,090 3075 7.1% 

Monroe County 713,968 735,343 21375 3.0% 

Source: US Bureau of the Census 

Age Distribution 

As depicted in Table 2-2, the total village population has been 
declining since 1970.  The most significant changes have occurred 
in age groups less than 25 years of age.  Between 1990 and 2000 
the number of persons under the age of eighteen decreased 5.5%.  
Adult population, ages 18 to 25, decreased 29.7%.  This same 
group decreased 23.5% between 1980 and 1990.  The decrease in 

Section 2 
       Community Assessment 

Woodlawn Avenue 
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this age group could be due to high school graduates moving 
away to attend college and/or to seek employment.      

Figure 2-1: Population By Age Group   1970-2000
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0
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Source: US Bureau of the Census 

The adult population 25 years old and older increased by less than 
1%.  However, there has been a shift in the peak adult population 
that is important to note.  To get a better understanding of the 
adult population, the age group 25-64 must be broken down into 
smaller groups, as displayed in Table 2-2.  The two significant 
changes in the adult age distribution occurred in age groups 20 to 
34 and 45 to 64.   

Between 1990 and 2000, the number of adults ages 20 to 24 
dropped 31.8%.  During the same time period, the same adult age 
group dropped 18.7% in Monroe County.  In 1990, young adults 
ages 20 to 24 made-up 6% of the total population in Fairport.  In 
2000, that same group dropped to 4.3%.  Adults 25 to 34 dropped 
over 23% between 1990 and 2000.  Adults in these age groups 
could be leaving Fairport to attend college or to seek employment. 
Another possible cause could be the rising cost for housing in 
Fairport which is discussed later in this chapter. 
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Table 2-2: Population By Age Group 1990 - 2000 
Village of Fairport – Town of Perinton – Monroe County

Village of Fairport Town of Perinton Monroe County

Subject
1990

#
1990

%
2000

#
2000

%
2000

#
2000

%
2000

#
2000

%

         

Total
Population 

5,943 100 5,740 100 46,090 100 735,343 100 

Sex & Age         

Male   2,756 48 22,220 48.2 354,327 48.2 

Female   2,984 52 23,870 51.8 381,016 51.8 

         

Under 5 years 414 7 376 6.6 3,122 6.8 46,977 6.4 

5 to 9 years 441 7.4 400 7 3,552 7.7 54,661 7.4 

10 to 14 years 439 7.4 415 7.2 3,563 7.7 55,725 7.6 

15 to 19 years 380 6.4 364 6.3 2,849 6.2 52,980 7.2 

20 to 24 years 358 6 244 4.3 1,525 3.3 47,587 6.5 

25 to 34 years 1065 17.9 816 14.2 4,999 10.8 97,480 13.3 

35 to 44 years 1045 17.6 1,007 17.5 8,156 17.7 118,293 16.1 

45 to 54 years 669 11.3 899 15.7 7,928 17.2 102,728 14 

55 to 59 years 242 4.1 308 5.4 2,924 6.3 36,258 4.9 

60 to 64 years 216 3.6 233 4.1 2,106 4.6 26,875 3.7 

65 to 74 years 415 7 359 6.3 2,887 6.3 46,468 6.3 

75 to 84 years 218 3.7 243 4.2 1,775 3.9 35,676 4.9 

85 years & over 41 0.7 76 1.3 704 1.5 13,635 1.9 

Source: US Bureau of the Census 2000 

Between 1990 and 2000, the number of adults 45 to 64 years of age 
increased from 1,127 to 1,440; a 27.8% increase.  In 1990, that age 
group made-up 19% of the total population and in 2000 it made-
up 25%.  Some of this increase can be explained by an age related 
shift of people from the 1990 35 to 54 age groups to the 2000 45 to 
64 age groups.   

In the year 2000, approximately 12% of the population in Fairport 
were adults 65 years and older (typical retirement age).   As the 
baby boomer generation enters retirement age, the percentage of 
the Village population over the age of 65 could grow significantly.   
It is difficult to determine exactly what the percentage will be.  
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However, if the age related shift explained above continues, this 
segment of the population could approach 25 % or more. 

There is little developable land remaining in the Village and 
family and household sizes are not likely to increase. Therefore, it 
is expected that population will continue to decline but remain 
stable.  In its 2003 population projections, the Genesee Finger 
Lakes Regional Planning Council projected a decrease in 
population between 1% and 2% every decade between years 2000 
and 2040. 

H o u s e h o l d  a n d  F a m i l y  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

The types of households and families in Fairport are shown in 
Table 2-3.  Fairport has a slightly higher proportion of families 
and families with children than the County average. 

Table 2-3 – Households 
Village of Fairport – Monroe County 

HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE Village of Fairport Monroe County 

Number Percent Number Percent 

Total Households 2,369 100 286,512 100 

Family households (families) 1,595 67.3 184,479 64.4 

With own children under 18 years 786 33.2 91,173 31.8 

Married-couple family 1,266 53.4 135,937 47.4 

With own children under 18 years 589 24.9 61,223 21.4 

Female householder, no husband present 254 10.7 38,376 13.4 

With own children under 18 years 159 6.7 24,748 8.6 

Non-family households 774 32.7 102,033 35.6 

Householder living alone 640 27 82,042 28.6 

Householder 65 years and over 188 7.9 28,276 9.9 

          

Households with individuals under 18 years 817 34.5 98,235 34.3 

Households with individuals 65 years and over 490 20.7 66,133 23.1 

          

Average household size 2.42 (X) 2.47 (X) 

Average family size 2.96 (X) 3.08 (X) 

Source:  U.S. Census of Population and Housing – 2000 

E m p l o y m e n t

The labor force in the Village of Fairport resembles that of the 
surrounding Town of Perinton.  According to the 2000 US Census, 
the unemployment rate in the Village (2.5%) was lower than the 
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Town of Perinton (3%) and Monroe County (6%).  See Table 2-4 
for labor force statistics. 

Fairport has a higher percentage of workers in managerial and 
professional occupations than the County but a slightly lower 
percentage than the Town.  Fairport’s percentage of service 
occupations is similar to that of the County and both the Town 
and County have a larger percentage of its employed population 
working in sales and office occupations (see Figure 2-2). 

Table 2-4 – Labor Force 
Village of Fairport – Town of Perinton  - Monroe County 

Fairport Perinton County 

LABOR FORCE STATUS 1980 1990 2000 2000 2000 

Male, 16 years or older 2,135 2,186 2,074   

   Employed 1,667 1,768 1,662   

   Unemployed 87 73 44   

   Percent Unemployed 5.0 4.0 2.6 3.8 6.8 

   Not in Labor Force 381 345 368   

% Not in Labor Force 17.8 15.8 17.7 20.6 28.1 

Female, 16 years and older 2,361 2,388 2,340   

   Employed 1,154 1,489 1,588   

   Unemployed 115 58 38   

   % Unemployed 9.1 3.8 2.3 2.2 5.2 

   Not in Labor Force 1,092 841 714   

 % Not in Labor Force 46.3 35.2 30.5 34.0 39.4 

Source:  U.S. Census - 2000

Figure 2-2 – Occupations 
Village of Fairport – Town of Perinton  - Monroe County 

50% 13% 21% 6% 10%

55% 10% 25% 4% 6%
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Management, professional, and related occupations Service occupations

Sales and office occupations Construction, extraction, and maintenance occupations

Production, transportation, and material moving occupations
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I n c o m e

Fairport median incomes increased by greater than 40 percent in 
all income types.   Median incomes are higher than Monroe 
County median incomes in all income types.  The Fairport 2000 
median family income was $65,980 compared to $55,900 in 
Monroe County, $51,691 in New York State, and $50,046 in the 
United States.  (See Table 2-5)  

Table 2-5 Median Income 

1990 -2000 Change 

MEDIAN INCOME 1990 2000 % Change 
County
2000

New York 
State

United
State

Household $37,174 $53,375 +  43.6% $44,891 $ 43,393 $41,994 

Family 44,127 65,980 +  49.5% 55,900 $51,691 $50,046 

Non-Family 23,750 34,050 + 43.4% 26,564 XXX XXX 

Per Capita 18,178 29,390 + 61.7% 22,821 $23,389 $21,587 

Persons per Household 2.59 2.42 - 6.6% 2.47 2.61 2.59 

Persons per Family 3.10 2.96 - 4.5% 3.08 3.22 3.14 

Source:  U.S. Census  - 2000 

M o b i l i t y  

Fairport residents tend to move less often than the county average 
(See Table 2-6).  Of the 5,318 residents age five and older, 3,131 
(58.9%) lived in the same house in 2000 as in 1995.  Countywide, 
57.4% of residents age five and older lived in the same house in 
2000 as they did in 1995.   

According to the 2000 US Census, between 1995 and 2000 6.6% of 
people older than 5 years had moved to Fairport from another 
New York State community and 7.7% had moved from outside 
New York State.  This number has dropped significantly from the 
1990 US Census where 18.1% had moved from another New York 
State community and 17.7% moved from another state.  Monroe 
County also experienced a significant drop in these categories. 
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Table 2-6 Mobility 

POPULATION 5 YEARS AND OLDER # % 

Total 5,318 100.0 

Same house in 1995 3,131 58.9 

Different house in 1995 2,164 40.7 

    City of Rochester 199 3.7 

    Elsewhere in Monroe County 1,440 27.1 

     Elsewhere in 9-county Rochester region 434 8.2 

     Elsewhere in New York 373 6.6 

     Another state 379 7.0 

Source:  U.S. Census  - 2000 

Neighborhood Preservation & Housing
The proportion of owner-occupied housing units has remained 
stable over the last twenty years (see Figure 2-3).  According to the 
2000 Census, owner-occupied housing units comprised 67.8% of 
all housing units in Fairport.  Renter occupied units also remain 
stable at 29.6%.  

Figure 2-3

Tenure & Vacancy Status – 1980 – 2000 
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 Source:  U.S. Census  - 2000 
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According to the sample data collected by the US Census, over 
91% of the owner-occupied units were detached single family 
homes (see Table 2-7).  The largest proportion of renter-occupied 
housing units (38.6%) had 2 units per structure (doubles) and 
21.8% had 3 or 4 units per structure.  Multi-family dwellings 
include the former school building off West Ave., Packett's Glen 
condominiums, and several large homes which have been 
converted into apartments. 

Table 2-7 
Housing Units By Number Of Units In Structure – 2000 

Subject Number Percent 

Tenure By Units In Structure 

Owner-occupied housing units 1,635 100 

1, detached 1,490 91.1 

1, attached 36 2.2 

2 89 5.4 

3 or 4 6 0.4 

5 or more 14 0.9 

Renter-occupied housing units 730 100 

1, detached 145 19.9 

1, attached 17 2.3 

2 282 38.6 

3 or 4 159 21.8 

5 to 9 87 11.9 

10 to 19 29 4 

20 to 49 0 0 

50 or more 11 1.5 

Source:  U.S. Census  - 2000 

According to the 2000 US Census, the median value of owner-
occupied homes in the Village was $126,600.  This is higher than 
the median countywide, and lower than the median in the Town 
of Perinton.  (See Table 2-8).  The median rent for the 730 rented 
units in the Village in 2000 was $628.00.  The median monthly cost 
to homeowners with mortgages was $1,179.00; the cost to 
homeowners without a mortgage was $363.00. 
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Table 2-8 
Value of Owner-Occupied Units – 2000 

 Village of Fairport  
Town of 
Perinton  

Monroe
County

Subject Number % % % 

Specified owner-
occupied housing 
units 1,481 100 100 100 

VALUE       

Less than $40,000 5 0.3 0.3 2.4 

$40,000 to $49,999 7 0.5 0.2 2.8 

$50,000 to $59,999 0 0 0.8 5 

$60,000 to $69,999 29 2 1.1 6.4 

$70,000 to $79,999 84 5.7 1.9 9.8 

$80,000 to $89,999 186 12.6 3.8 13.4 

$90,000 to $99,999 139 9.4 4.8 11.8 

$100,000 to $124,999 269 18.2 20.9 17.5 

$125,000 to $149,999 346 23.4 22 11.4 

$150,000 to $174,999 194 13.1 15.6 7 

$175,000 to $199,999 117 7.9 9.3 4.2 

$200,000 to $249,999 64 4.3 9.4 4 

$250,000 to $299,999 9 0.6 5.1 2 

$300,000 to $399,999 8 0.5 3 1.3 

$400,000 to $499,999 9 0.6 1.3 0.5 

$500,000 to $749,999 15 1 0.5 0.3 

$750,000 to $999,999 0 0 0 0.1 

$1,000,000 or more 0 0 0 0.1 

Median (dollars) 126,600 (X) 143,500 98,700 

Source:  U.S. Census  - 2000 

H o m e  A s s e s s m e n t  a n d  S a l e s

According to the Town of Perinton Assessor’s Office, the 2006 
median assessed value for a single-family home was $149,700.  
Recent median sale prices in the Village of Fairport are 
significantly higher than the median assessed value and the 
median value reported in the 2000 Census. 
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Table 2- 9: Median Assessed Values 

Property Class 
Median
Assessed 
Value

Average 
Assessed 
Value

Single Family Property Class (210) $149,700 $156,200 

Commercial Property Class (400's) $191,300 $324,300 

All Property Classes $147,400 $181,400 

Source:  Town of Perinton Assessor’s Office 

Since August 2004, Fairport has had the highest number of 
closings and has had the second highest median sale price of all 
Monroe County villages.  This is a good indication that Fairport is 
a desirable place to purchase a home.  However, housing 
affordability could become a long term concern.    

Table 2-10: Single Family Closings and Sales 2004 - 2005 

Period: 8/16/04 - 8/15/05 

Village # of Closings  Median Sale Price 

Brockport                  85 $96,000  

Churchville              30 $130,000  

Fairport               145 $169,000  

Hilton                   71 $113,000  

Pittsford 56 $214,000  

Spencerport                   56 $122,900  

Webster           63 $135,000 

Period: 8/16/05 - 8/15/06 

Village # of Closings  Median Sale Price 

Brockport                  63 $96,000  

Churchville              27 $147,000  

Fairport               160 $170,000  

Hilton                   70 $123,000  

Pittsford 60 $215,000  

Spencerport                   43 $134,500  

Webster           31 $135,000  

Source:  Genesee Region Real Estate Information Services, Inc., a subsidiary of the 

Greater Rochester Association of REALTORS®, Inc. 

About half of Fairport's housing was built before 1939.  Many of 
these homes were built during the late 1800's and the architecture 
of these older homes contributes to the Village's historic character.  
Another 25% of Fairport's housing was built during the 1960’s and 
1970’s.  Although much of the housing stock is quite old, it is 
generally in good condition.

A shared residence available for eight low-to-moderate income 
seniors is located at 41 Roselawn Avenue.  It is managed by the 
non-profit Fairport/Perinton Senior Living Council, Inc.  Twelve 
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single bedroom units for low-to-moderate income seniors can be 
found on Durant Place – known as Rose Hollow. 

Canal District 

In 1998 the National Park Service completed A Special Resource 
Study of the New York State Canal System.  The Study determined 
that the Erie Canal was "of exceptional value and quality in 
illustrating and interpreting the national and cultural themes of 
the nation's heritage."   In December 2000, the United States 
Congress signed a law designating the Erie Canal as a National 
Heritage Corridor. 

In June of 2002, the National Park Service and the State of New 
York, formalized the 27-member Erie Canalway National Heritage 
Corridor Commission.  The purpose of the Commission is to work 
with local Canal communities to develop a management plan for 
the Erie Canal to integrate canal-related historical, cultural, 
recreational, scenic, economic and community development 
initiatives.   After several years of planning, the Commission 
released the Draft Erie Canalway Preservation and Management 
Plan.  The Plan became final in the Summer of 2005.   

In addition to the National Park Service and the Erie Canalway 
National Heritage Corridor Commission, New York State has also 
placed a large focus on the Canal. The Canal and the land along it 
are owned by New York State and managed by the New York 
Canal Corporation, an entity within the New York State Thruway 
Authority.  The State of New York owns the Erie Canal, the Canal 
towpath and Canal right-of-way.  The New York State Thruway 
Authority has current jurisdiction over the Canal.  However, the 
Canal Corporation recently requested that it be separated from the 
Thruway Authority and jurisdiction of the canal system be 
transferred to the Canal Corporation.  

The Erie Canal is one of the Village’s most prominent features.  It 
is the reason for the initial founding of the Village, and the source 
of its name.  The Canal is the focus of many activities in the 
Village including the annual "Canal Days" festival, which attracts 
approximately 200,000 people annually to the Village.  It is a 
recreational venue for residents, attracts visitors to local shops, 
and contributes to the setting for the business district and 
residential neighborhoods.  

The 27-member Erie 
Canalway National Heritage 
Corridor Commission 
produced a plan that will help 
manage the entire Erie Canal 

Fairport Canal Days 2006 
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P r e v i o u s  F a i r p o r t  C a n a l  R e l a t e d  P l a n n i n g  
S t u d i e s

The Village recognizes the value of the Canal and has initiated 
several planning studies aimed at improving Canal related 
economic development, tourism, and recreational opportunities.  
The Erie Canal Corridor Plan for the Genesee/Finger Lakes 
Region was completed in 1993, with the assistance of local 
residents.  Its goals are to enhance environmental quality, 
recreation, tourism and economic development along the Canal 
corridor.

The Fairport/Perinton Canal Access Center Pilot Project Study, 
also completed in 1993, recommends improvements within the 
Village that would promote the Canal as a major tourist attraction 
for both boaters and "landside" visitors.

In 2004, the Fairport Urban Renewal Agency/Industrial 
Development Agency (what is now the Fairport Office of 
Community and Economic Development), completed the North 
Bank West Redevelopment Study.  The purpose of the study was 
to evaluate the market feasibility of mixed-use development on 
the north side of the Canal west of Main Street where the former 
Fairport Lady operated.  The study recommends a mix of high-
end residential units, specialty retail, a waterfront restaurant, and 
a small country inn.

Much of the land along the Canal is residential.  Private yards 
abut the Canal in the Erie Crescent/Olde Orchard Lane 
neighborhood, and along Roselawn Crescent, and Packet Boat 
Drive.  The Canalside Townhouses on Landing View Lane were 
designed to present the Canal as the "front yards" for these homes.  
Canalside land near the Village's Business District was studied in 
detail for the Pilot Project. 

The Canal is used primarily for recreational boating.  The Canal 
trail is a multi-use trail that is open all year and experiences 
significant use.  The Village provides temporary docking facilities 
at Packett's Landing, from which restaurants and shops are easily 
accessible.  The Colonial Belle, a tour boat, operates from the 
Harbour House east of Packett’s Landing. 

D o c k i n g

Boaters docking in the village have access to showers, restrooms, a 
pump-out station, and electricity.  Shopping and restaurants are 
located only a short distance away.  The Village recently updated 
its docking policies.  Boaters are now allowed to stay for up to 14 
days (instead of 48 hours) with nominal overnight fees ($5 to $15). 
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The Village may consider a water surface use plan to designate 
short and long term docking.   

Commercial & Business District 
Development 

In 1999, Village residents, business owners, property owners, and 
public officials came together to take a proactive approach in 
revitalizing and managing Main Street.  Based on the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation’s Main Street Four-Point 
Approach, the Fairport Village Partnership (FVP) was formed.  
The Main Street program is funded by the Village of Fairport, the 
Fairport Municipal Commission, the Fairport/Perinton Merchants 
Association, and the Fairport Office of Community and Economic 
Development (OCED), formerly the Fairport Industrial 
Development Agency (IDA). 

The FVP is coordinated by a steering committee, four standing 
committees, and a full-time paid director (Main Street Manager).  
The program has experienced tremendous success and is 
recognized across New York State.  In its short tenure, the 
program has initiated a facade improvement program, a Main 
Street streetscape plan, a small business resource center, and 
numerous marketing and promotional events.  The FVP works 
closely with the OCED and the merchants association in economic 
development efforts and promoting Village businesses and 
events.

Most commercial development in Fairport is concentrated along 
Main Street and in the Village Landing, Packett's Landing, and 
Box Factory.  Most of these are IDA-Urban Renewal and 
redevelopment projects.     

As of June 2001, there were 305 Fairport business merchants.  
Most were small in size, and clustered in the Main Street business 
area.  The business mix includes retail, restaurants, professional 
service providers, and small, mid-sized, and large manufacturing 
companies.

A small number of businesses operate out of private homes.  
These are usually run by one person and generate little or no 
traffic.  Very few of these have applied for Special Use Permits as 
home occupations. 

The Industrial Development Agency also holds land leases with 
Corning Tropel, Casa Associates (Box Factory), Canal East 

Main Street 

This Main Street home was 
converted to a doctor’s office 
with apartments on the second 
floor.
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(Packett’s Landing), and King (Liftbridge Lane East).  The Village 
also owns the land under the Fairport Village Landing. 

Parks, Recreation & Open Space 
Village residents enjoy a number of parks and recreational 
activities within the Village, and also benefit from facilities and 
recreational programs operated by the Town of Perinton.  
Recreational facilities within the Village and surrounding areas 
are shown on Figure 2-4. Table 2-11 lists recreational facilities 
available to Village residents and how they compare with 
recommended standards.  Recreational facilities are generally 
sufficient to meet the needs of Village residents.  

Potter Park, located on Potter Place in the southwest quadrant of 
the Village, contains 10 acres and has been developed for 
recreational use.  The Village of Fairport owns the land and leases 
it to the Town of Perinton.  The Town runs recreational programs 
and maintains the facilities.

Potter Park is categorized as a neighborhood park.  Fields at 
Johanna Perrin Middle School and the Brooks Hill Elementary 
School also function as neighborhood parks.  

Mini-parks have been developed as part of "cluster" subdivisions 
in the Winding Brook (2.93 acres), Park Circle Drive (1.6 acres), 
and Misty Pine (2.2 acres) neighborhoods. 

Community Parks within one mile of the Village are Fellows Road 
Park, Center Park, and Perinton Park, all located within and 
operated by the Town of Perinton.   

Regional/Metropolitan parks serving Fairport residents include 
Monroe County's Powder Mill Park, located on Route 96 near 
Bushnell's Basin. 

Several Special Use Recreational Lands serve Fairport residents.  
These include the Barge Canal and towpath, which accommodate 
boating, hiking, bicycling, and sitting areas within the Village.  
Kennelley Park, on the south side of the Canal off West Avenue, 
features a gazebo with concerts during the summer and the ice 
skating rink at Fairport Junction, on Liftbridge Lane, is open when 
weather permits in winter months.  Packett's Landing and Village 
Landing have areas which are accessible to the canal and towpath.  
The Thomas Creek Wetland Walk, west of Liftbridge Lane, is just 
over 13 acres and includes parking, boardwalks, and observation 
platforms.

Kennelley Park functions as the 
village square.  It overlooks the 
Canal and includes a gazebo 
which is home to the Thursday 
evening Summer concert 
series.  The park was recently 
updated with new benches, 
plantings, and paving. 



Johanna Perrin
Middle School

Brooks Hill
Elementary School

Minerva DeLand
9th Grade Center

Church

Thomas Creek Wetland Walk

Winding Brook

Misty Pine Park

Park Circle Park

Potter Park

Packett's Landing

North Bank Canal Park
Kennelley Park

High St

P
o
tt
e
r
P
l

West Ave

Summit St

D
e
w
e
y
A
v
e

E
a
s
t
S
t

S
M
a
in
S
t
(N
Y
2
5
0
)

H
u
lb
u
rt
A
v
e

M
il
e
s
A
v
e

W Church St (NY31F)

Roselawn Ave

East Ave
Parce Ave

B
ri
g
g
s
A
v
e F
il
k
in
s
S
t

James St

S
o
u
th
A
v
e

N
M
a
in
S
t
(N
Y
2
5
0
)

W
e
s
t
S
t

N
e
ls
o
n
S
t

M
is
ty
P
in
e
R
o
a
d

P
a
rk
S
t

Frank St

E
lm
S
t

P
e
rr
in
S
t

E Church St (NY31F)

M
a
p
le
S
t

Hulburt RoadE
ri
e
C
re
s

F
o
u
rt
h
A
v
e

F
io
ra
D
r

Orchard St

George St

Red Maple Dr

D
u
ra
n
t
P
l

H
o
m
e
s
te
a
d
D
r

M
o
n
ro
e
S
t

Winding Brook Dr

F
if
th
A
v
e

M
a
n
o
r
H
il
l
D
r

Williamsburg Dr

Packet B
oat Dr

B
a
rn
u
m
S
t

W
o
o
d
la
w
n
A
v
e

Railroad St

Whitney Road W (CO17)

Park Circle Dr

S
u
ff
o
lk
S
t

Deland Park A

Deland Park B

Pleasant St

Clinton Pl

Lewis St

Barratt Pl

Land
ing V

iew L
ane

Jackson Pl

Whitney Road E (CO17)

H
a
rt
S
t

R
os
el
aw
n
C
re
s

Melnotte Lane

M
o
s
e
le
y
R
o
a
d
(N
Y
2
5
0
)

Olde
O
rchard

Lane

G
ra
n
d
E
ri
e
W
a
y

P
ro
s
p
e
c
t
S
t

H
il
ls
b
o
ro
u
g
h
S
t

Sampson St

T
u
rk
H
ill
R
o
a
d
(C
O
5
0
)

B
e
a
rd
s
le
y
S
t

Bu
tte
rn
ut
Ci
r

Whitney Road E (CO17)

T
u
rk
H
il
l
R
o
a
d
(C
O
5
0
)

T
u
rk
H
il
l
R
o
a
d
(C
O
5
0
)

0 1,000 2,000500

Feet

Parks & Recreation

Village of Fairport Comprehensive Plan

Figure 2-4

Legend

Village Boundary

Village Parks

Schools



VILLAGE OF FAIRPORT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

2.16  -  Section 2: Community Assessment

The Town of Perinton offers boat launching facilities at its Ayrault 
Road Launch, which re-opened in July 1990.  Canoe launching is 
available at Perinton Park.  The Crescent Trail Association 
maintains hiking trails in the Town of Perinton, which connect to 
the towpath trail and other regional trails. 

Indoor recreation is provided by the Community Center and the 
Lion's Den Teen Center.  Meeting rooms are available at the 
Community Center, Potter Memorial Building, and the Fairport 
Public Library.  In addition, several churches provide meeting 
space for non-profit organizations. 

A variety of recreational activities for all ages are available to 
Village residents through the Perinton Recreation and Parks 
Commission.  Organized programs are offered for pre-school, 
youth and teens, adults, and senior citizens.  Programs are held in 
the Community Center, Lions Den Teen Center, schools, Town 
parks and at private facilities for activities such as bowling.

The Town of Perinton's Recreation and Parks Master Plan was 
updated in 2002.  The next update will be complete in 2007.   The 
Town is undertaking an ambitious program to implement the 
plan's recommendations.  The Plan included standards for 
recreational land and facilities, which were derived from 
recommendations from both the National Recreation and Parks 
Association (NRPA) and New York State Comprehensive 
Recreation Plan (SCRP), adjusted to the characteristics of the 
Town.  According to these standards, a minimum of 9 acres per 
1000 population should be provided for overall recreation.  
According to this standard, the Village should have at least 51.66 
acres for recreation.  In addition to parks and playgrounds, other 
recreational opportunities such as trails, natural preserves, indoor 
facilities, and general open spaces should be included in 
recreational planning.

The figures in Table 2-11 assume exclusive use by Village 
residents; actually, these parks are heavily used by residents of the 
Town outside the Village.  Nearby community parks in the Town 
of Perinton may be counted in the total available to Village 
residents, although these are shared by Town residents. 
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Table 2-11 Local Parks and Recreational Opportunities 

TYPE OF PARK ACTUAL ACREAGE RECOMMENDED ACREAGE 

  "MINI-PARKS" & PLAY LOTS 

Kennelley Park Approx. 0.3 acres 

Winding Brook Park  2.9 acres 

Misty Pine Park  2.2 acres 

Park Circle Drive Park  1.6 acres 

 TOTAL:  7.0 acres 

0.25 per 1000 population: 

1.44 acres 

  NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS/PLAYGROUNDS 

Brooks Hill Elementary School  3.0 acres 

Johanna Perrin Middle School  6.0 acres 

Potter Park 10.0 acres 

Minerva Deland Middle School 15.0 acres 

 TOTAL: 34.0 acres 

2.0 per 1000 population: 

11.48 acres 

  COMMUNITY PARKS 

Center Park 120.0 acres 

Perinton Park 14.5 acres 

Fellows Road Park 33.5 acres 

 TOTAL: 168.0 acres 

2.5 per 1000 population: 

14.35 acres 

TOTAL PARK AND RECREATIONAL LAND 

TOTAL WITHIN THE VILLAGE: 41.0 acres 27.27 acres 

TOTAL WITHIN TWO MILES OF THE 
VILLAGE

168.0 acres  

Source: Town of Perinton Recreation and Parks Master Plan (2002) 

T o p o g r a p h y

Surface elevations in the village range from a low of 418 feet to a 
high of 590 feet.  Several steep drumlins extend into the 
southeastern portion of the village.   

The following areas with slopes of 15% or greater are shown on 
the environmental overlay maps prepared by the Monroe County 
Department of Planning, which is reproduced as Figure 2-5: 

southeast quadrant (between Summit St. and E. Church 
St.);

southwest quadrant (between Hulburt Rd. and South Main 
St.);

small area between High St. and Railroad;
along Williamsburg Drive South in northeast corner   

Development in these areas can lead to problems from soil erosion 
and stormwater runoff. 
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W e t l a n d s

One State-regulated wetland, designated as PR-31 (Class II) on the 
New York State Wetlands Map, is located in the Village.  (See 
Figure 2-5). It is located between Thomas Creek and Railroad on 
the east side of the Village.  The NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation regulates development within 
designated wetlands and within a 100 foot buffer zone 
surrounding the wetland.   

Two areas in the Village which may be subject to regulation by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers are shown on the National 
Wetlands Inventory Map.  One corresponds to the State-regulated 
wetland described above.  The other is located along Thomas 
Creek in the northwest corner of the Village.  Designation of 
Federal wetlands requires analysis of soils, vegetation and 
hydrology.  A permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is 
required before disturbing land identified as a regulated wetland. 

F l o o d  H a z a r d  A r e a s  

The Flood Insurance Study for the Village of Fairport was 
published in March 1984.  Flood Hazard Zones are shown on 
Figure 2-6.  The floodplain along Thomas Creek is located mainly 
between the two branches of railroad tracks.  The zone along the 
Barge Canal in the southwestern portion of the village extends 
into low-lying areas west of Hulburt Avenue.  

W a t e r s h e d s

The entire village is within the Irondequoit Creek watershed.  The 
two secondary watersheds in the Village are Thomas Creek and 
the Barge Canal.   Most of the runoff in the northern portion of the 
village flows into Thomas Creek.  The runoff in the south flows 
into the Barge Canal. 

S o i l s

Soils in the village are primarily in the Ontario-Hilton Association 
(formed in glacial till):  Deep, well drained to moderately well 
drained soils that have a medium-textured to moderately fine 
textured subsoil.   

Soils in the western portion of the village are in the Colonie-
Elnora-Minoa association (formed in gravelly or sandy glacial 
water deposits):  Deep, excessively drained to somewhat poorly 
drained soils that have a coarse-textured to medium-textured 
subsoil over sand. 

Wetlands are often sensitive 
habitats that are protected 
by state and federal laws. 
The Thomas Creek 
Wetland, shown above, is 
now a passive recreational 
area with boardwalks and 
overlooks.
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Transportation & Infrastructure 
The automobile is the primary means of transportation in the 
Village of Fairport.  The 2000 Census reported that 97.9% of all 
Village owner-occupied households had at least one vehicle 
available and 82.7% of all renter-occupied households had at least 
one car available.  Most residents rely primarily on automobiles 
for transportation to work, shopping, errands and social 
functions.

P l a c e  o f  W o r k  

According to the 2000 Census, 91% of Fairport residents worked 
within Monroe County. Approximately 15% worked in the Village 
of Fairport, 3% worked from home, and 24% worked in the City of 
Rochester. The average travel time to work was 18.3 minutes, 
which is close to the County average of 19.6 minutes. 

M e a n s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  w o r k  

In 2000, 87.1% of all employed residents drove to work alone, 
5.7% carpooled, and 3.2% walked.  In 1990, by comparison, 86% of 
residents drove alone and 8% carpooled to work. 

F u n c t i o n a l  a n d  J u r i s d i c t i o n a l  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  
o f  R o a d s  

Roads in Fairport and the surrounding area may be classified by 
function and by jurisdiction.  Jurisdiction denotes the 
governmental agency responsible for the road, such as U.S. 
Highways or Interstates, State Highways, County Highways, and 
Village streets. 

Principal Arterials are limited access highways.  No such 
highways are located within the Village.  However, I-490 serves 
Fairport via Rt. 31F.  Fairport is also accessible from I-90 (the New 
York State Thruway) via Rt. 96 and Rt. 250 or Turk Hill Road.  Rt. 
31 (Pittsford-Palmyra Road) runs south of the Village and 
connects via Rt. 250. 

Fairport is located at the crossroads of two Minor Arterials:  NYS 
Route 250 (Main Street) and NYS Route 31F (East & West Church 
Street).

Collector Roads include Turk Hill Road, a Monroe County 
highway, and High Street. 

E v a l u a t i o n  o f  E x i s t i n g  R o a d s  

The Town of Perinton Comprehensive Plan noted that Route 31F 
through the Village and Route 250 from Route 31F south to Route 
31 are at or nearing capacity.  The NYS Department of 
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Transportation does not have any plans for major improvements 
to increase the capacity of these roads within the next 6 to 8 years.  
Improvements to congested intersections along Rt. 31F are under 
consideration.  The Town is currently in the planning phase of 
relocating the O’Connor Road/Rt. 31F intersection to a four-way 
intersection with Jefferson Road.  That project is scheduled for 
2010.  The Town of Perinton Comprehensive Plan also states that 
the Rt. 250 and Whitney Road intersection could reach capacity by 
2015.   

P a r k i n g

Understanding the existing parking supply and demand for a 
Village commercial/business district is critical to the success of 
businesses in the district.  Having too few spaces or inconvenient 
parking has a detrimental effect on local businesses and 
conversely, too much parking or poorly located parking lots can 
occupy developable land and have adverse aesthetic impacts. 

This general parking analysis will evaluate the current public 
parking supply and compare current village parking requirements 
to typical parking standards. 

On-street Parking Supply   

Daytime parking is permitted on all village streets except where 
prohibited by signs.  None of the on-street parking is metered. No 
overnight parking is allowed from November 1 to April 1, to 
allow for snow removal by DPW crews. 

There are approximately 135 on-street parking spaces in the 
commercial/business district.  Approximately 58 are located on 
Main Street.  The remaining spaces are located on Liftbridge Lane 
East, West Avenue, and Perrin Street.  In some areas along Main 
Street, only short term parking is allowed.  All on-street parking 
spaces are within a typical 5 minute walk from the Liftbridge. 

Off-street Public Parking Supply  

The Village has 8 public parking lots with a total 831 spaces with 
22 of those spaces dedicated to handicap persons (see Table 2-12).  
All lots include public parking signs and are easily accessible. 

There are several privately owned parking lots that are often used 
as public parking lots.  In most cases the lots are not signed to 
restrict people from parking when not doing business with the 
property building tenants.  However, because these lots are 
privately owned and can not be considered public parking, these 
parking spaces were not counted. 

Consistent public parking signs 
make finding the 831 public 
parking spaces easy. They are 
attractive too. 
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Table 2-12:  Public Parking Lots/Garages 

Name of Parking Lot Access From # Spaces 
Handicap

Spaces

1 Fairport Village Landing Parking Perrin St. & South Main St. 242 6 

2 Fairport Village Landing Parking Garage West Ave. & Fairport Village Landing Lot 81 1 

3 Packetts Landing Parking South Main St., Pleasant St., Parker St. 235 5 

4 Fairport Junction Parking Liftbridge Lane E. 75 2 

5 Liftbridge Lane East - Water Street Liftbridge Lane E. & South Water St. 25 2 

6 North Main Street - West/Central North Main St. or Liftbridge Lane West 92 2 

7 North Main Street - West North Main St. 35 2 

8 North Main Street - East North Main St. 24 2 

Total Spaces 809 22 

Total Public Parking Supply     

The Village of Fairport has approximately 933 public parking 
spaces available in the commercial/business district.   In 
comparison, the Village of Pittsford has approximately 366 public 
spaces.

Table 2-13: Total Public Parking Spaces

On-street Parking Spaces 135 

Off-street Public Parking Spaces 831 

Total Public Spaces 933 

Parking Requirements 

Parking requirements are usually regulated by a local zoning code 
and are based on land use classification.  Many zoning codes 
require too many parking spaces which often lead developers to 
seek variances or spend unnecessary dollars constructing large 
parking lots that will rarely reach maximum capacity. 

As shown in Table 2-14, the village code requires more parking 
spaces for some land uses than recommended by the American 
Planning Association (APA).  One of the most significant 
differences is found in the commercial/retail use classification.  
Under the current village code, a proposed 10,000 SF building in 
the village commercial/business district would require 
approximately 33 parking spaces.  The same building would 
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require 11 less parking spaces or 22 total spaces using the APA 
standard.  The village should explore alternative parking 
requirements for its commercial/business district.   

Table 2-14: Parking Generation Rates 

Land Use 
American Planning 
Association
Parking Standards 

Village of Fairport 
Zoning Code          
Parking Requirement 

Single Family Residential 
2 spaces per dwelling 
unit

2 spaces per dwelling 
unit

Commercial/Retail 2.2 spaces per 1000 SF 
3.33 spaces per 1000 
SF (1 per 300 SF) 

Office 3.1 spaces per 1000 SF 
3.33 spaces per 1000 
SF (1 per 300 SF) 

Recreation 2 spaces per acre 
5 spaces per acre (up to 
50 acres) 

Source: American Planning Association, Village of Fairport Zoning Code

Private Residential  Parking 

A survey of residential parking was conducted in 1991, in 
conjunction with a survey of housing conditions.

Garages can house approximately 2,600 automobiles, or about 1.10 
garage spaces for each of the 2,369 residential units. 

Parking pads and private parking lots provide spaces for another 
690 automobiles. 

Total off-street residential parking:  1.5 spaces per unit. 
As 60% of all units have two or more cars available, many 
residents must rely on on-street parking or public parking lots. 

T r a n s i t

Regional Transit Service (RTS), a subsidiary of the Rochester 
Genesee Regional Transportation Authority, serves the Village of 
Fairport through its Suburban Route #21.  This route operates six 
days a week (no service Sundays) to downtown Rochester and 
East Rochester.  Two Park and Ride lots are accessible to Village 
residents:  one behind the nursing home near the intersection of 
Rts. 31 and 250, and a "super lot" at Rt. 31F near I-490.  Park and 
Ride service offers express trips to downtown Rochester.  RTS 
Route #21 from Fairport stops at the "super lot," where riders can 
board express buses to Monroe Community College, Rochester 
Institute of Technology, and the University of Rochester.  RTS is 
reviewing the express routes and frequency of service, but 
currently has no plans to change them.  If ridership from East 
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Rochester increases, express service from Fairport to Rochester 
could be added. 

"Lift Line" service is available to people who are certifiably 
disabled, as defined by the Americans With Disabilities Act.  This 
service will pick people up and drop them off at locations with 
3/4 mile of the regular RTS bus route.  In addition, Continuing 
Development Services (CDS) will transport individuals in a 
wheelchair accessible van.

The Fairport Baptist Homes works with the Fairport/Perinton 
Senior Living Council, Senior Options for Independence (SOFI), 
and the Town of Perinton Recreation and Parks Department to 
provide senior residents (Village and Town), age 62 and older, 
with Elderbus, a comprehensive transport service.  Seniors are not 
charged a fee for Elderbus service which will transport seniors to 
doctor appointments, grocery shopping, hair appointments, 
banking, and other errands, but a nominal donation is requested 
each way.  This service is being explored for alternatives for 
efficiency and higher use.

P e d e s t r i a n  W a l k w a y s  a n d  P a t h w a y s  

Sidewalks exist along most village streets and are generally in 
good to excellent condition.  Walk signals have been installed at 
busy intersections, and curb cuts for handicap and bicycle access 
are becoming common throughout the village.  A limited number 
of non-street walkways, which connect streets and cul-de-sacs via 
"short cuts," are also maintained by the village as a convenience to 
pedestrians. 

E r i e  C a n a l  

The Erie Canal waterway is used seasonally for recreational boat 
traffic.  Both local and long distance vessels pass through Fairport.  
The Erie Canal Tow Path is open year round and used by walkers, 
runners, and bicyclists.  The Tow Path is an asphalt paved and 
stone dust trail in the village.   

P u b l i c  &  P r i v a t e  U t i l i t i e s   

The Fairport Municipal Commission (FMC), owned and operated 
by the Village of Fairport, is one of the 47 municipally owned 
power companies in New York State.  The company purchases 
electricity from the New York Power Authority and supplies 
inexpensive electricity to more than 16,000 customers (16,474 
during fiscal year 2006) in the Village of Fairport and the Town of 
Perinton.  The main Service Center is located on Liftbridge Lane 
East, and a sub-station is on Turk Hill Road. 
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The Monroe County Water Authority operates the water 
distribution system for all of the village and the town.  The Water 
Authority’s main source of water is Lake Ontario.  The water is 
filtered and treated with disinfectants and fluoride at the 
Authority's Shormont Water Treatment Plant prior to distribution 
to the Village of Fairport. 

The Village Department of Public Works (DPW) operates a 
sanitary sewage collection system, which serves most areas of the 
village.  A few homes are served by septic systems, and are not 
connected to the village system.

The DPW also maintains a storm water drainage system, both 
open channel and conduit, in most areas of the village. 

Natural gas for heating and cooking is supplied to most village 
homes and businesses by Rochester Gas and Electric.  Gas mains 
are located in streets and services are provided to most buildings.  
Some newly developed areas may use electric power only and 
may not have gas service. 

All village residential and commercial locations have access to 
cable television provided by Time Warner of Western New York.  
Time Warner shares poles and underground trenches with FMC.  

The DPW provides year round trash and garbage pickup, as well 
as leaf and yard debris collection.  Residential collection of 
recyclable materials is done by Waste Management Corporation in 
conjunction with the Town of Perinton. 

Governmental, Community Services & 
Facilities 

G o v e r n m e n t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

The Fairport Village Hall, located at 31 South Main Street in the 
center of the village, is open from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM weekdays.  
The Village Administrator, Village Clerk, Village Board, Building 
Department, Fairport Municipal Commission Business Office, 
Fairport Police Department, Fairport Court Clerk, Fairport Office 
of Community and Economic Development (formerly the 
Industrial Development Agency and Urban Renewal Agency), 
and FACT-12 TV are all housed at this location.  Extensive 
renovations to the village hall were completed in June 1994 and 
again in 2003.  

The Village Department of Public Works conducts weekly garbage 
pickups, periodic bulk trash pickup, snow removal on streets and 
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sidewalks, street and sidewalk repair, and other Village 
construction and maintenance projects.  The Department of Public 
Works (DPW) facility is located on Railroad Street.   

Fact 12- Community Access Television is owned and operated by 
the Village of Fairport.  Programming is provided two evenings 
each week. 

The Fairport Office of Community and Economic Development 
offers the following programs: 

Home Loan Program:  offered to homeowners with 
modest income to assist in making needed improvement to 
their homes.  The program's objectives include preserving 
the housing stock, maintaining neighborhood appearance 
and function, reducing home operating costs, and 
eliminating unsafe conditions.  Income-eligible families 
can receive loans up to $10,000 for eligible improvements.  
The interest rate charged is between 0% and 8%, 
depending on income.  Typical repairs include roofing, 
siding, energy improvements, and electrical repairs. 

Commercial Loan Program: offered to small business 
owners to encourage the creation and expansion of 
employment in Fairport.  Other objectives of the program 
include encouraging entrepreneurship, maintaining 
community appearance, preserving commercial self-
sufficiency and increasing the tax base.  Small business 
owners can receive low-interest rate loans to make 
permanent improvements at their place of business that 
are consistent with the program objectives.  Typical 
improvements include leasehold remodeling, exterior 
painting, expansions of work space, and energy 
improvements. 

Commercial/Residential (Rental property) Loan Program:
similar to the Home Loan Program, except is offered to 
landlords for rental apartment improvements. 

Section 8 Rental Assistance Program: administered by the 
IDA/UR on behalf of the Federal Department of Housing 
and Urban Development.  The program provides rent 
subsidy payments for eligible tenants, under guidelines 
established by the federal government.  Individuals or 
families with income below established limits are eligible.  
Once certified, participants can rent clean, modestly priced 
apartments from area landlords. 
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Administrative Oversight: for the Fairport Village 
Partnership (Main Street revitalization program), and the 
Senior Living Council (Rose Hollow, Roselawn, and 
Elderbus).

In addition, the Village has access to the Community 
Development Block Grant and Housing Improvement 
Program (HIP) programs administered by the Monroe 
County Department of Planning and Development. 

During its annual budget process, the Village Board evaluates the 
cost of services and the impact they will have on village taxes.  It 
also evaluates how the village compares to the other nine Monroe 
County villages in terms of taxes and the cost of services.  Table 2-
15 illustrates Fairport having the fifth lowest annual cost for 
services.  Unlike most villages, Fairport includes the cost of 
services in the tax rate.  It is one of three villages to have a village 
police force and a court system.  

Table 2-15: Monroe County Villages 
2005-2006 Tax Rate Comparison 

Village
Tax on 
100,000 
Home

Police Garbage Court Sewer Fire Ambulance Library 
Annual Full 

Cost*

East 
Rochester

$1,322 Y

Single $139, Double 
$209, Multi-unit 

$244, commercial 
$300, dumpster 

$300

Y Y Y Y Y $1,461 

Brockport $896 Y N N $.80/1,000 gal. water Y N Y $1,011 

Scottsville $499 N Y N $50/Qtr./Unit Y N N $699 

Churchville $331 N Y N $28/Qtr.
$.99/1000 
Assessed 

N N $542 

Spencerport $270 N $30 Recycling Fee N $235 Annually N N N $535 

Fairport $522 Y Y Y Y Y N N $522 

Pittsford $220 N N N 
$9.35/4,000 gal. 
$1.08/each add'l 

1,000 gal. 
N N N $436 

Honeoye
Falls 

$130 N N Y $260/Unit Y Y N $390 

Hilton $237 N Y N $44/Residence N N N $281 

Webster $222 N N N Y N N N $222 

* Assumes average 12,000 gallons water per month       

Source: Village of Fairport 
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J u s t i c e  C o u r t  

The Village of Fairport is one of three villages in Monroe County 
to have a justice court system.  The Court is part of the New York 
State Unified Court System .

In 2005, the Court initiated 1,468 cases ranging from criminal 
prosecutions, and harassment/assault charges to speeding 
violations and parking charges. 

The court uses local community service as a sentencing option.  
Some defendants, particularly youthful offenders, have worked 
under the supervision of the Fairport Village Partnership to repay 
the community for offenses.  Community service work includes 
trash removal, landscaping, and general maintenance duties.  

H i s t o r i c  &  C u l t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  

The history of Fairport, from its origins as a Canal port through 
expanding industry, trade and settlement, is still visible in many 
of its buildings.  Sites on the National Register of Historic Places 
include 18 Perrin Street, headquarters of the Perinton Historical 
Society, the Green Lantern Inn at 1 East Church Street, a Second 
Empire style brick house built in 1876, and the First Baptist 
Church of Fairport at 92 South Main Street.  Many other historic 
19th century buildings are described in the "Walking Tour Guide 
of the Village of Fairport," published by the Perinton Historical 
Society.  The Perinton Historical Society operates the Historical 
Society Museum, which is open to the public several days each 
week.

The Fairport Public Library is located in the Village Landing.  This 
institution, part of the Monroe County Library System, offers easy 
access to over 125,000 books, CDs, and video/audio cassettes.  The 
library also has 24 computers with internet access available for 
public use. Additionally, both a public meeting room and a 
reading area are open during library hours Monday through 
Saturday.

The library is in the process of preparing a long range facilities 
plan.  It is understood that in order for the library to meet the 
projected demand for library services it will need to eventually 
expand.  According to a Town-wide survey conducted by the 
library, residents want the library to remain located within the 
Village. The Library Board is evaluating several options for future 
growth including expanding at its current location in the Fairport 
Village Landing as well as constructing a new building.  The 
Board has said that is committed to a village location. 
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Several churches are located in the village, including: 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Church of the Assumption of Our Lady 
Evangel Church of Fairport 
First Baptist Church of Fairport 
First Congregational United Church of Christ 
First United Methodist Church, and  
Fairport Community Baptist Church. 

Two cemeteries are located in the Village.  Mt. Pleasant Cemetery 
occupies about six acres at the end of Orchard Street.  Greenvale 
Cemetery occupies just over two acres on the north side of East 
Church Street. 

E m e r g e n c y  S e r v i c e s  

Police Department 

Police services are provided by the Fairport Police Department 
with backup available from the Monroe County Sheriff's 
Department.  The Fairport Police Department is dispatched 
thorough the Monroe County 911 Emergency System.  The Police 
Department offices are located adjacent to the Village Hall at 31 
South Main Street. 

The Department provides services 24 hours a day.  Staff includes 1 
civilian, 9 full time officers, 1 part-time officer, and the Police 
Chief.

There were 11,940 calls for police service in the year 2005; a 10% 
increase over the previous year.  Fairport Police issued 1,147 
traffic tickets.  Forty-two individuals were arrested for driving 
under the influence or related offenses; a 160% increase over the 
year 2004.  Motor vehicle accidents were up 20% from the 
previous year to 158 incidents.   

There were 144 crimes reported to the department in 2005 and 
45% were cleared.  Total crimes were down 22% from 2004.  Most 
of the 2005 crimes reported but not cleared related to burglary, 
criminal mischief, larceny, and identity theft.   

Fire Department 

The Fairport Fire Department answers fire calls and provides 
related fire department services.  This all-volunteer department 
serves the village and parts of the Town of Perinton.  The Fire 
Department is also dispatched through the Monroe County 911 
Emergency System. The Fairport Fire Department's fire halls are 
located on East Church Street and Whitney Road. 
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Ambulance 

Ambulance services and emergency medical care are available 
from the Perinton Volunteer Ambulance Corps.  The Ambulance 
Corps serves the Village, all of the Town of Perinton, and portions 
of surrounding towns.  Its base is located in the Town of Perinton.  
Ambulances are dispatched through the Monroe County 911 
Emergency System. 

Other

The Town of Perinton Dog Warden is available for animal related 
emergencies.  The Dog Warden's office is located at the Perinton 
town hall. 

S c h o o l s

The Fairport Central School District operates a public school 
system for students from kindergarten through high school.  The 
Brooks Hill and Johanna Perrin schools, housing 1,550 students in 
grades K-8, are located within the village limits.  Minerva Deland 
school, situated mostly on town property abutting the village, 
houses an additional 627 ninth grade students.  The school district 
offices are located at 38 W. Church Street in the village.  The 
remaining five school building sites are located in the Town of 
Perinton.  Additionally, several pre-school/day care related 
institutions operate in the village. 

Land Analysis

E x i s t i n g  L a n d  U s e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  

The Existing Land Use Map (Figure 2-7) shows the distribution of 
land uses by type – Single-family Residential, Multi-family 
Residential, Vacant, Commercial/Retail, Community/Public 
Services, Manufacturing, Public Utilities, and Recreation.  The 
land use categories are adapted from the classifications used in 
the tax parcel assessment records.  

As the Existing Land Use Map indicates, land use in the Village of 
Fairport is predominantly residential.  There are 1,659 single 
family homes that occupy approximately 50% of the taxable land 
area, and contribute more than 70% of the Village's taxable 
assessment.  There are 192 parcels that contain two-family 
dwellings, and 50 parcels containing more than two-family 
dwellings.

Commercial businesses are concentrated along Main Street, both 
north and south of the Canal.  Many businesses are located in the 
Packett's Landing and the Village Landing commercial areas, 
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which are part of the Urban Renewal area adjoining the Canal, 
and in the Box Factory redevelopment.  

Industries are located along the railroad.  Businesses include 
LiDestri Foods, a food manufacturing plant located at the site of 
the former American Can Co. plant; Corning Tropel Corporation;  
H.P. Neun, manufacturer of cardboard boxes and containers;  and 
Conking and Calabrese, a building supply company.  In addition, 
several small industries are located along Railroad Street. 

The railroad occupies about 43 acres, although only about half is 
active.

Public uses are located throughout the Village.  Fairport Central 
School occupies 51 acres in the southwest portion of the Village, as 
well as the administrative offices on E. Church Street.  The Village 
owns several parks, the Village Hall, the East Church Street Fire 
Hall, the water tank on Summit Street, and the Department of 
Public Works facility off Parker Street, as well as public parking 
lots at Liftbridge Lane East and Water Streets.  Several parcels are 
owned by the Industrial Development Agency and leased to 
individual businesses.  The Village also owns properties on Frank 
Street, Orchard Street (one lot on the south side), High Street, and 
Durant Place (three parcels).  Quasi-public uses include several 
churches, service organizations and two cemeteries. 

The State of New York owns the Erie Canal, the Canal Towpath 
and Canal Right of Way and the property adjacent to the railroad 
tracks.

Vacant land includes the wetland area in the eastern portion of the 
Village, in the wetland along Thomas Creek, and the hilltop area 
at the end of Orchard Street, north of Summit.  The former 
railroad right-of-way has potential for re-use for a variety of 
purposes.  Several vacant residential lots are scattered throughout 
the Village; many of these are used as extended lawns by 
neighboring homes. 

E x i s t i n g  Z o n i n g  

Existing zoning districts are shown in Figure 8.  There are a total 
of 11 zoning districts in the village.  Five residential districts cover 
a majority of the village.  The remaining 6 districts are: Business 
District, Canal District, Industrial District, Land Development 
District, Limited Commercial-Residential District, and 
Neighborhood Business District.  
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A Community Based Plan 

The comprehensive plan should be indicative of what the 
community wants in the future.  Therefore, the process used in 
developing the plan must involve a broad section of the 
community in creating the vision that will help guide the Plan. 
The process used to develop this comprehensive plan 
incorporated substantial public outreach.  It included input from 
residents, the local business sector, public officials, special interest 
organizations, and officials from the Town of Perinton. 

Several tools were used throughout the process to solicit input 
from the local community.  In addition to the Comprehensive Plan 
Committee, interviews were conducted with groups and 
organizations that have a special interest in the village and a 
community survey was sent to every village household.  The 
information compiled played an integral role in developing the 
vision as well the goals, objectives, and recommended actions in 
this plan.

C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  C o m m i t t e e  

One of the first tasks the Village Board completed after deciding 
to update the comprehensive plan was to create a committee to 
prepare the plan.  It was the desire of the Mayor and the Village 
Board to create a Comprehensive Plan Committee (CPC) that 
represented diverse perspectives in the Village.  The CPC 
included representatives from all Village Boards and Committees:  
the Board of Trustees; Planning Board; Zoning Board of Appeals; 
Industrial Development/Urban Renewal Agencies; Fairport 
Municipal Commission; liaisons with the Fairport/Perinton 
Merchants Association and the Town of Perinton; and several 
private citizens.           

Section 3 
       Framework 
               & Community Vision 

Memorial Day Parade 2007 
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S t a k e h o l d e r s  I n t e r v i e w s  

Early in the planning process the CPC identified several groups or 
organizations that have a special interest in the village.  It was 
important that each “stakeholder” group had an opportunity to 
share their thoughts and vision for the village.  A 
discovery/vision session was held with each group to identify 
specific issues, opportunities, and assets.  In addition each 
stakeholder had the opportunity to talk about their vision for 
Fairport’s future.  This information was recorded and 
incorporated in the comprehensive plan.   

C o m m u n i t y  S u r v e y   

One of the most effective community outreach tools is the 
community survey.  With a quality instrument and a favorable 
response rate, a community survey can provide reliable answers 
to planners and public officials regarding very specific questions.       
The preparation of a survey instrument was one of the first tasks 
completed by the CPC.  The survey was mailed to every 
household in the Village in September 2006.  The survey included 
a questionnaire covering a variety of topics including: 
transportation, government, community services and facilities, 
neighborhood preservation, canal district, commercial/business 
district development, parks, recreation and open space, and 
housing.  Each household had the opportunity to answer the 
survey questions as well respond to open ended questions 
pertaining to vision, issues, opportunities, and assets.  The CPC 
received a 30 percent response rate to the questionnaire and over 
1,000 written responses. A public informational meeting to report 
the survey results was held in November 2006.  Below are the 
salient responses from the community survey. 

 Neighborhood Preservation 

28.2% selected “walkability of the village” as the most 
important village character element. 
25.8% selected “tree lined streets and sidewalks” as the 
second most important village character elements. 

89.1% believe the appearance and maintenance of 
residential properties is an important issue facing the 
village with regard to neighborhood preservation. 

88.5% think that preserving and enhancing village 
character is important throughout the entire village. 

87.2% believe that the best way to preserve and enhance 
village character is with some form of design guidance. 

The Comprehensive 
plan Committee 

received a 30 percent 
response rate to the 
questionnaire and 
over 1000 written 

responses.

Community Survey 2006 
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Housing

53.7% either agree or strongly agree that the village should 
encourage a mix of housing types and price points to 
diversify the housing stock. 
75.5% think that the village should allow in-law quarters, 
accessory housing, and other shared housing options to 
accommodate senior citizens. 

52.1% agreed or strongly agreed that having the ability to 
live in the village as a senior citizen is a concern. 

Canal District 

75.8% feel that the village should encourage water 
dependent and water enhanced uses along the Canal. 

67.8% believe the village should accommodate docking 
anywhere possible or in short term and long term areas 
between Main Street and Parker Street.

Commercial  and Business District Development 

70.8% would support a high end, 15 to 20 room hotel or 
inn.

Of the products/services listed, people would like to 
purchase or use theater/entertainment/performing and 
visual arts (27.2%) and outdoor dining (26.2%);  32.9% had 
no opinion. 

Parks, Recreation and Open Space

84.6% feel that the amount of public property dedicated to 
parks and open space is adequate. 

43.6% would like to see art and sculpture in public places, 
a theater and performing arts;  27.6% had no opinion. 

Transportation

Village residents are generally satisfied with parking 
regulations in the neighborhoods (68.7%) and available 
parking in the business district (92%). 

52.2% feel that speeding in neighborhoods is not a serious 
transportation related issue.  Although 42.6% agree or 
strongly agree that speeding is a serious problem nearly 
half live in the same areas as the people that feel speeding 
is not a problem.

Government, Community Services and Faci l it ies 

75.7% are not concerned for their safety while walking in 
their neighborhood. 

93% feel they are getting a good or excellent value for 
refuse collection and pick-up. 

The Green Lantern Inn 
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68.5% feel they are getting a good or excellent value for 
Justice Court. 

79.5% feel they are getting a good or excellent value for 
police services. 

92.2% feel they are getting a good or excellent value for fire 
services.

76.6% feel they are getting a good or excellent value for the 
maintenance of streets, public sidewalks, and tree lawns. 

81.1% agree or strongly agree that they are satisfied with 
the way the Village Board allocates funds for services. 
78.9% feel the Village should look to consolidate services 
where possible. 

94.7% have found village staff/employees to be friendly 
and helpful. 

The Appendix contains the survey instrument as well as a 
complete summary of the responses. 

Issues, Opportunities, & Assets 

As outlined above, several tools were utilized to involve the 
community in the planning process.  Each tool included the 
opportunity for participants to identify what they felt to be the 
important issues, opportunities, and assets.  It was the one 
common thread across the tools that provided every household, 
stakeholder, and Comprehensive Plan Committee member the 
opportunity to identify what they thought were the issues that 
needed to be addressed, the opportunities that could be 
capitalized on, and the assets that must be protected.  Below are 
the key points identified by participants regarding issues, 
opportunities, and assets.  

N e i g h b o r h o o d  P r e s e r v a t i o n  &  H o u s i n g  

Maintain Quality Housing Stock - The Comprehensive Plan 
Committee received several comments, either through the 
community survey or in the stakeholder meetings, regarding the 
maintenance of the housing stock, more specifically rental 
housing.

Evaluation: Poorly maintained buildings can be eyesores 
and create a negative perception of the Village.  
Improvements that are made to buildings should use 
quality materials consistent with village character, 
otherwise the architectural integrity of buildings and the 
neighborhoods may be compromised. In addition to 
enforcing the property maintenance laws, an educational 
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brochure on context sensitive design along with residential 
design guidelines could prove to help resolve this issue. 

Newly Constructed or Reconstructed Homes – There is concern 
that demand for large village homes will exceed supply and 
therefore lead buyers to purchase smaller village homes and either 
build significant additions or demolish existing structures and 
build much larger structures that might be out of scale and 
character with the neighborhoods.   

Evaluation: This issue is very real and is happening in the 
neighboring Town of Brighton.  The Village of Fairport is a 
desirable place to live.  Property values in the Village are 
on the rise.  According to the Greater Rochester 
Association of Realtors, of the seven Monroe County 
villages, Fairport ranks first in the number of single family 
closings and second in median sale price.  Property values 
will likely continue to rise.  A thorough evaluation of the 
zoning code is needed to address this issue.  Special 
attention must be paid to lot coverage, setbacks, scale, 
rooflines, materials, garages, etc.  Residential design 
guidelines or standards should also be considered. 

Village Character – Many people choose to live in the Village of 
Fairport because of its character.  Most stakeholder groups and 
more than 85% of people that responded to the community survey 
stated that protecting and enhancing village character is an issue 
that must be addressed.  The three elements that people feel are 
important are: walkability, tree lined streets and sidewalks, and 
architectural character. 

Evaluation: The ability to use sidewalks most everywhere 
in the village is an important asset that should be 
maintained and, when possible, enhanced.  The pedestrian 
circulation in the Village should be carefully reviewed 
with special attention paid to safety, connections, location 
of crosswalks, wayfinding, and traffic calming. 

Village residents recognize that one of the Village’s most 
prized assets are its trees. The Tree City USA designation 
should be maintained as well as the tree pruning and 
replacement programs.

At the time of writing, a historic preservation ordinance 
was under consideration.  Preserving historic structures is 
a critical component of character.  However, to effectively 
protect character, design guidelines or standards must 
apply to all structures not just historic structures.  

Village Residential Street 
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According to survey results, more than 88% of 
respondents believe that protecting character is important 
throughout and more than 87% believe that the best way 
to preserve and enhance character is with some form of 
design guidance. 

Large “big box” retail corporations have recently 
expressed interest in building stores in the Village which 
has heightened land use and design concerns.  Traffic 
volumes on Main Street and Church Street and 
demographic characteristics make the Village attractive to 
retail chains, especially those with drive-through 
windows.  Following the completion of this plan, the 
existing zoning code should be carefully reviewed and 
updated based on the vision, goals and objectives, and 
recommendations in this plan.              

Housing Options for Seniors – As with many communities, 
Fairport’s senior population is growing and is expected to 
continue to grow.  Residents are concerned that housing choices 
for seniors is limited.

Evaluation:  In 2000, approximately 12% of the population 
were adults 65 years and older and is expected to double 
by the time the next census is reported in 2010.  Also, in 
2000 nearly 21% of households included at least one adult 
that was more than 65 years of age.  To provide additional 
housing options for seniors, the Village should consider 
providing more flexibility in its codes to allow for “in-law” 
or family living quarters which could include the use of 
accessory buildings such carriage houses and garages.  It is 
also important to make people in the development 
community aware of the potential market demand for 
senior housing in Fairport. 

C a n a l  D i s t r i c t  

Continue to Promote the Erie Canal - The Canal is recognized as a 
tremendous community asset that should be protected and 
enhanced.  It is also represents a significant opportunity.   

Evaluation: As mentioned in Chapter 2: Community 
Assessment, there is great interest at the local, State, and 
Federal levels in developing and promoting the Canal as a 
major attraction.  The Canal played in instrumental role in 
Fairport’s history and it is anticipated that it will be an 
integral part of Fairport’s future.
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Fairport is a well respected member of the Canal 
community and it is important that Village officials 
continue to be involved in Canal related initiatives.  
Fairport has local jurisdiction over lands adjacent to the 
Canal.  Careful consideration must be given to water 
dependent and water enhanced uses.  The Canal should 
continue to be a focal point in Fairport’s marketing efforts.

C o m m e r c i a l  a n d  B u s i n e s s  D i s t r i c t  
D e v e l o p m e n t  

Grocery Store and Pharmacy – Tops grocery store left Fairport 
Village Landing in the early 1990’s and Vix, a discount food and 
drug store, also has closed.   Village residents have said that they 
would support another grocery store and pharmacy.   

Evaluation: The Village has had discussions with potential 
grocery store and pharmacy operators. The Village should 
continue to aggressively recruit these types of businesses; 
however, whether an operator decides to open a grocery 
store or pharmacy will be a market driven decision. 

Underutilized Land – There are several properties in the business 
district that look to be in poor physical condition and are 
underutilized.   

Evaluation – Several properties including the Millstone 
Block, 80 North Main Street, and the North Bank area were 
all mentioned by planning participants as properties that 
could have high potential but are currently underutilized.  
Economic development initiatives should continue to 
focus on these properties.  It is important to include the 
owners of these privately owned properties in discussions 
regarding potential re-use and/or redevelopment 
opportunities. 

Façade Improvements – Continue to improve building facades in 
the business district with emphasis on quality building materials 
and design assistance. 

Evaluation – The Fairport Village Partnership has created 
and is administering a successful façade improvement 
program.  However, this grant program has limited 
funding and the demand for grants has been exceeding 
supply.  Efforts should be made to continue to seek out 
new funding sources.  Consideration should be given to a 
revolving loan program.  Public recognition should be 
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given to those property owners who make quality façade 
improvements consistent with Village character. 

Mixed Use Development –Village residents recognize that part of 
the character in the business district relates to the mixing of land 
uses both horizontally and vertically.  People want to see a variety 
of retail and commercial business and also want more 
opportunities for people living in the Village. 

Evaluation - Mixed use developments create vibrant 
environments that bring together compatible land uses 
and public amenities at different scales.  This type of 
development aims to create pedestrian friendly 
environments with higher densities, like that in the 
business district, and a variety of uses that enable people 
to meet multiple needs without traveling far distances.  
Buildings that include a mix of uses, like many multi-story 
buildings on Main Street and the new Sterling West 
development on West Avenue, typically are more public 
on the first floor and more private on the upper floors. 
This type of development can have many advantages.  For 
example, multiple revenue-generating uses in the same 
building often justify multi-story buildings that, if 
included only a single use, might not be economically 
viable.

Mixed development can result in more efficient use of land 
and infrastructure. For example, peak-hour parking 
demand generated by retail and office does not typically 
overlap much with the peak-hour demand generated by 
residential. Therefore, parking can be shared.

Mixed use should be considered for future development in 
the business district.  Following the completion of this 
plan, the zoning code should be reviewed and updated as 
necessary.

Unique Shops and Restaurants in the Business District – A 
common request made by residents and business owners was for 
additional unique businesses and restaurants in the business 
district.

Evaluation – The Office of Community and Economic 
Development (OCED) along with its subsidiary, the 
Fairport Village Partnership, works on local economic 
development initiatives including a business recruitment 
program. Using information from resident and local 
business surveys and knowledge of local and national 

Sterling West – A new mixed 
use building in the Business 
District 
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economic development trends, the OCED looks to attract 
unique businesses to Fairport. 

Consistent Brand for Fairport – Many stakeholders believe that a 
“brand” must be created that can be used to market Fairport 
consistently. 

Evaluation- Branding is critical to marketing any service or 
product and the same applies when marketing a 
community.  Local stakeholders should be brought 
together to discuss and develop a brand that can be used 
to market Fairport.  The goals, objectives, and vision 
contained in this plan should be based on a collaborative 
process that will serve as a solid foundation to develop 
that brand.      

Invest in Technology – Technology is an opportunity that can be 
capitalized on to differentiate Fairport from other communities.  
Specific opportunities include making wifi available throughout 
the entire business district and wiring  Main Street with a speaker 
system for outdoor music and broadcasting. 

Evaluation – Including wifi in the business district could be 
a valuable service to residents, business owners, and 
visitors.  Currently, several cities are exploring area-wide 
wifi systems including Canadaigua and the City of 
Rochester.  As the Village moves forward with the 
implementation of the Main Street streetscape plan it 
should explore the feasibility of installing speakers on 
Main Street to play music for shoppers and 
announcements during special events.  It could add to the 
public realm experience on Main Street, especially during 
the holiday season. 

Hotel or Inn – The need for a small hotel or inn was identified in 
both the survey results and the stakeholder meetings. 

Evaluation - In 2004, the Fairport Urban Renewal 
Agency/Industrial Development Agency (what is now the 
Fairport Office of Community and Economic Development 
- OCED), completed the North Bank West Redevelopment 
Study.  An inn is part that redevelopment concept.  The 
OCED has been working with the property owner and a 
local developer to move the market driven project 
forward.      
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Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 

Arts & Culture – Residents would like to see more art and culture 
in the Village and it could be an amenity to attract future 
residents, businesses, and visitors. 

Evaluation - More than 40% of the residents that responded 
to the community survey stated that they would like to see 
more art and culture in the Village.  In addition, some 
stakeholders believe that art and culture could assist in 
economic development and tourism initiatives by drawing 
more people to visit the Village as well as to live and work. 
The Fairport Village Partnership Design Committee is 
working with organizations in the region to bring public 
art exhibits to Fairport on a loan basis.  When Kennelley 
Park was reconstructed in 2005, a location was identified 
for a public art piece.  Effort should be made to identify 
other locations in the Village for public art such as the 
Fairport Public Library and along the Canal.  The New 
York State Council on the Arts and the Rochester Arts 
Council could assist in developing and funding a public 
art program.

Transportation and Infrastructure 

Public Parking – The Village of Fairport is fortunate to have 
adequate public parking in the business district.  Village residents 
and business owners recognize it as an asset. 

Evaluation - Many villages struggle with the lack of 
parking which can have a detrimental effect on local 
businesses.  As development or redevelopment occurs in 
the business district careful consideration must be given to 
the proximity to public parking and the impact 
development could have.  Many parking problems relate 
to perception.  Most people feel that parking is too far 
away when they can not see their destination.  Marketing 
public parking based on walking times as well as location 
has been proven to be effective.

Government, Community Services, and 
Facilities 

Collaboration & Partnerships – Stakeholders’ comments were 
consistent in saying there is a need to continue to create and 
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strengthen partnerships among municipalities, agencies, and 
organizations.

Evaluation – Today, more than ever, resources are scarce 
and this impacts all local community organizations.  The 
Village must continue its efforts to work with other 
organizations with common or complementary goals.  
Collaborative efforts can lead to greater economies of scale 
in marketing, community services, and even grant 
programs which often favor applications that include 
multiple organizations working together. 

Fairport Municipal Commission - Residents and business owners 
understand that having low cost electric service adds value to the 
community.  They recognize it as a tremendous asset to preserve 
and strengthen. 

Evaluation – The low cost electric service that the Fairport 
Municipal Commission supplies to the Fairport 
community is a reason many residents and business 
owners choose Fairport to live and do business.   Much 
like the Canal, low cost electric has become part of 
Fairport’s identity. The Fairport Municipal Commission 
should continue to work to keep electric rates as low as 
possible, and when rate increases are necessary, educate 
consumers as to why the rate increase is needed.  

Public Safety – As stakeholders indicated in group sessions and 
residents confirmed in the community survey, most people feel 
safe in Fairport, which is an important asset to maintain.  

Evaluation – According to survey results, nearly 80% of 
respondents believe they are getting a good value for 
police service.  More than 90% feel they are getting a good 
value for fire service. The Village of Fairport is one of three 
villages in Monroe County to have its own police force.  
The Village should continue to pursue grants available for 
public safety and make residents aware of all awarded 
grants that help offset local costs. 

Property Taxes – Property owners have stated that property taxes 
in the Village are too high and are concerned that they will 
continue to rise.

Evaluation – A March 2007 analysis by the Rochester 
Democrat and Chronicle reported that New York State’s 
property taxes are the fourth highest in the nation.  In 
addition, the median property tax in Monroe County is 
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12% higher than the statewide median.  High property tax 
is a statewide concern and local and state officials are 
looking for ways to address the issue.  Attracting desirable 
development to the Village and the continued evaluation 
of the costs associated with Village services could help 
manage the local property tax rate. 

Library – Village residents want the Fairport Public Library to 
remain located in the Village. 

Evaluation – Village residents’ desire for the library to 
remain in the Village is consistent with the results from the 
town-wide survey that the Library conducted.  As 
discussed in Section 2, the library is currently preparing a 
facilities plan and is committed to remaining in the Village.  
As with all municipal buildings, churches, and public 
squares, the library is a civic icon that is an important 
community asset.  It should be located in a central location 
and designed in a way to display its civic importance but 
in a manner compatible with Village architectural 
vocabulary (e.g. details, scale, materials, etc.).  Today, 
many new multi-story library buildings include 
compatible public uses such as coffee houses and cafes on 
the first floor.  This can bring desirable street level activity 
as well as generate revenue to help offset public costs.                    

Conceptual Framework Plan 
The purpose of the Conceptual Framework Plan (Figure 3-1) is to 
illustrate the issues and opportunities and the general spatial 
relationships between them.  Along with the community’s vision 
statement, it will provide the structure for which many of the 
goals, objectives, and recommendations will be made. 

Vision Statement 

One of the most important challenges that the CPC faced while 
preparing this comprehensive plan was the creation of the vision 
statement.  A vision statement should represent the community.  
It should be “big picture” and articulate what citizens value 
regarding their community.  A vision should look to the future 
and paint a picture of what the community will become as it 
reaches the planning horizon.  It must be far-reaching yet realistic 
and, most importantly, it must be formulated using a collaborative 
process.

The vision statement below stands as a culmination of the input 
from the individuals that took the time to share their thoughts and 
ideas when participating in the process to create this plan. 
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Vision Statement 
From the Village of Fairport Residents 

The Village of Fairport is an authentic community 
offering a high quality of life for residents, business 
owners, and property owners. It has a traditional main 
street, a diverse housing stock, and exhibits a great sense 
of community pride and spirit from its residents.  A 
primary reason residents choose to live in the village is 
because of the traditional village character.  The tree lined 
streets and pedestrian friendliness are important village 
characteristics to be enhanced and preserved.  The 
building stock shall be maintained and compatible with 
the traditional styles and details that define Fairport’s 
architectural heritage. 

The Village shall continue to develop an active and 
distinct waterfront that promotes Fairport’s position as a 
premier Erie Canal community. We shall have a diverse 
and vibrant business district that balances the needs of 
residents and visitors.  Main Street shall continue to be 
the spine of the village, the place where residents and 
visitors come together for commerce, to socialize, and to 
celebrate.

The Village shall continue to be responsive, fiscally 
responsible, and provide quality services to residents, 
business owners, and property owners.  We shall work 
with and support the local housing market in an effort to 
accommodate people of all ages, family size, and 
backgrounds.  Fairport has worked hard to offer business 
and industry a competitive economic environment.  We 
shall continue to support desirable, viable, and 
innovative development initiatives and be aggressive in 
our effort to pursue a healthy local economy while 
protecting and enhancing our village character. 
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Following the development of the community vision, broad based 
goals, supporting objectives, and specific recommendations were 
identified.  The community goals and objectives will help guide 
Village officials, boards and committees in decision-making 
enabling the Village to maintain a high quality-of-life for its 
residents. Just as importantly, they provide a context for citizens 
to understand the rationale and justification for decisions made by 
Village representatives.   

The community vision, goals, objectives, and recommendations 
form an overall framework for future success. This framework is 
much like building blocks where one is dependent on the others to 
be structurally sound.

Vision - A vision is big picture; it is the end state of the planning 
horizon once the goals, objectives, and recommendations are 
accomplished.

Goal - Similar to a vision, a goal is a “broad-brushed” statement 
that is more narrowly defined to a specific topic.   

Objective - A narrowly defined statement with the purpose of 
implementing or accomplishing goals.  They are often measurable.  

Recommendation – A specific action or activity such as a project 
or program to implement an objective.   

Section 4 
       Goals, Objectives
                 & Recommendations 

A Frank Street Home 
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Neighborhood Preservation & Housing 

Goal 1.0 Protect and enhance the function and character of village neighborhoods.

Objective 1.1. Ensure that all properties, residential, non-residential, and public are 
properly maintained. 

Recommendation  1.1.1. Review and ensure that all building codes, property 
maintenance laws, open storage laws, and other 
regulations affecting the appearance of properties and 
neighborhoods are fair and effectively enforced. 

Recommendation  1.1.2. Continue to closely monitor all structures and conduct 
required inspections. 

Recommendation  1.1.3. Continue to support neighborhood beautification efforts 
by working with the Tree Board and the Beautification 
Committee. 

Recommendation  1.1.4. Continue to provide and increase the number of loans to 
income-eligible property owners for maintenance and 
renovations.  Review the existing income thresholds and 
modify as necessary. 

Recommendation  1.1.5. Continue to work with Monroe County to complement 
existing programs. 

Objective 1.2. Ensure that streets, sidewalks, street trees, and street lights are well 
maintained in all neighborhoods. 

Recommendation  1.2.1. Continue to allocate an annual budget for the maintenance 
of sidewalks and alternate improvements among 
neighborhoods on a regular basis. 

Recommendation  1.2.2. Continue to maintain the “Traditionaire” street light 
fixture in the residential neighborhoods but consider 
opportunities for more energy efficient, true color, dark 
sky compliant fixtures in the future.  Investigate alternate 
designs for other areas in keeping with the Village design 
guidelines.

Recommendation  1.2.3. Resurface and reconstruct streets according to a 
comprehensive pavement management program. 
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Recommendation  1.2.4. Continue to coordinate street reconstruction programs 
with utility repairs and installing underground electric 
cables when feasible and appropriate. 

Recommendation  1.2.5. Continue to maintain existing street trees and plant new 
trees as needed according to the Village Tree Board and 
Tree City USA standards.

Recommendation  1.2.6. Ensure that all Village personnel responsible for 
maintaining trees receive appropriate training in tree 
selection and arboriculture techniques. 

Objective 1.3. Maintain the historic and aesthetic character of all Village 
neighborhoods.

Recommendation  1.3.1. Encourage all property owners contemplating 
improvements to their property, to do so consistent with 
the Village’s character and in consideration of architectural 
integrity and attractiveness of the public realm. 

Recommendation  1.3.2. Develop residential design guidelines to help local 
architects, builders, and homeowners make design 
decisions that are consistent with village character.   The 
guidelines should be published on the Village web site and 
available at Village Hall.  The guidelines should address: 

a. Details of local architectural styles 
b. Siding materials 
c. Entrances (location, pediments, stoops, etc.)  
d. Windows (proportions, fenestration, etc) 
e. Porches (materials, railings, balusters, etc.)  
f. Roofs (pitch, overlapping gables, etc.) 
g. Garages (detached, attached, location, doors, 

etc.)

Recommendation  1.3.3. Encourage all property owners to consult with the 
Landmark Society of Western New York and the local 
Historical Society, and consider using the Village Historic 
Preservation Commission to advice property owners on 
historically compatible renovations and additions. 

Recommendation  1.3.4. Prepare a comprehensive historic survey for the Village 
that ranks properties and structures according to their 
historic value. 

Recommendation  1.3.5. Review laws, regulations, and policies to ensure that 
public improvements, such as utilities and signs, are 
aesthetically pleasing. 
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Goal 2.0 Provide the housing choices necessary to meet the diverse needs of the Village 
population.

Objective 2.1. Encourage the provision of adequate housing for all living situations 
including, senior citizens, singles, young professionals, and young 
families.

Recommendation  2.1.1. Maintain land designated for multi-family dwellings as 
well as “single family only” districts. 

Recommendation  2.1.2. Continue to administer the Section 8 Housing Program. 

Recommendation  2.1.3. Develop an incentive program to encourage housing as 
part of mixed-use development within the business 
district.

Recommendation  2.1.4. Consider more flexibility for in-law type living quarters 
including the use of carriage houses and garages.  

Canal District 

Goal 3.0 Continue to develop an active and distinct waterfront that promotes Fairport’s 
position as a premier Erie Canal community.

Objective 3.1. Encourage and incentivize land along the waterfront that is vacant 
and/or underutilized to be developed with water dependent and water 
enhanced uses.

Recommendation  3.1.1. Continue to work with the property owner and 
developers/operators to implement the recommendations 
in the North Bank Study. 

Recommendation  3.1.2. Issue a request for proposals (RFP) for the redevelopment 
of the former DPW site. 

Objective 3.2. Foster mixed-use development along Liftbridge Lane and the adjacent 
commercial district. 

Recommendation  3.2.1. See recommendations under objective 8.2. 

Objective 3.3. Maintain and enhance accommodations and services for boaters 
including facilities (e.g. restrooms, pumps-outs, etc.), docking, a hand-
carry boat launch, and a Dockmaster. 



VILLAGE OF FAIRPORT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

Section 4: Goals, Objectives & Recommendations - 4.5

Recommendation  3.3.1. Prepare a water surface use plan that balances the need for 
short term and long term docking. 

Recommendation  3.3.2. Evaluate and, if needed, enhance boater facilities including 
restrooms, pump-outs, and electric hook-ups.

Recommendation  3.3.3. Explore the feasibility of a marina near the former DPW 
site and near the former Fairport lady site.  

Objective 3.4. Maintain and enhance visual and physical public access to and along the 
waterfront in areas where appropriate. 

Recommendation  3.4.1. Upgrade the canal path access point (stair) at the Parker 
Street Bridge. 

Recommendation  3.4.2. Develop a wayfinding and interpretative signage system 
that links the commercial/business district and the Canal 
district.

Recommendation  3.4.3. See additional recommendations in the 
Commercial/Business District section. 

Objective 3.5. Continue to work with the New York State Canal Corporation, the Erie 
Canalway National Heritage Corridor Commission, the Western Erie 
Canal Alliance, and other Erie Canal organizations. 

Objective 3.6. Develop a unified “canal village” character along the Canal. 

Recommendation  3.6.1. Develop design guidelines that help to identify the Canal 
as a unique district.

Commercial and Business District Development 

Goal 4.0 Continue to encourage an attractive economic climate that will retain existing
businesses, attract private sector investment, and improve economic vitality in
the Village.

Objective 4.1. Continue to maintain relationships and cultivate new partnerships with 
local, regional, and state business/economic development organizations. 

Recommendation  4.1.1. Continue the collaborative working relationship between 
the Office of Community and Economic Development, 
Fairport Village Partnership, Fairport/Perinton Merchants 
Association, and the Perinton Chamber of Commerce. 

Objective 4.2. Maintain and enhance the public realm (including infrastructure) in the 
commercial and industrial areas. 
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Recommendation  4.2.1. Implement the Main Street Streetscape Plan 

Recommendation  4.2.2. Evaluate the feasibility of implementing a wireless 
network (wifi) in the commercial/business district. 

Recommendation  4.2.3. Develop design standards that apply to all properties.  

Recommendation  4.2.4. Continue the Fairport Village Partnership’s Façade 
Improvement Program. 

Objective 4.3. Continue to maintain the OCED’s existing loan fund as well as look for 
additional funding sources for commercial businesses. 

Objective 4.4. Maintain and develop pedestrian connections and other linkages 
between the commercial/business district and the Canal. 

Recommendation  4.4.1. Develop a strategy to improve pedestrian and bicycle 
circulation along the Canal in the Main Street vicinity. 

Recommendation  4.4.2. Develop a connection along the Canal between the former 
DPW site and Packetts Landing.  

Objective 4.5. Continue an aggressive recruitment program to create a diverse business 
mix that balances the needs of local residents and visitors. 

Recommendation  4.5.1. Continue to solicit businesses identified in the resident 
survey.

Recommendation  4.5.2. Recruit and locate new businesses as to maximize 
synergies among businesses. 

Recommendation  4.5.3. Maintain a balanced mix between independent businesses 
and corporate or “chain” businesses recognizing that more 
dollars are kept in the local economy from independent 
businesses.  

Objective 4.6. Take a proactive role in identifying redevelopment opportunities for 
underutilized land. 

Recommendation  4.6.1. Initiate meetings with the owners of the properties listed 
below to discuss existing and/or future redevelopment 
opportunities.  Create small areas plans as (see Figure 3-1) 
needed.

a. 80 North Main Street 
b. Fairport Village Landing 
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c. Millstone Block 
d. Murphy’s Manufacturing 
e. American Can Company 
f. King Property 
g. First Baptist Church 
h. HP Neun 

Objective 4.7. Develop a marketing strategy that can be used to promote and market 
Fairport as a desirable place to live, work, and do business. 

Recommendation  4.7.1. Establish a “brand” or name for the purpose of building an 
identity.

Recommendation  4.7.2. Maintain a marketing “tool kit” that includes the collateral 
necessary to effectively market Fairport across a multitude 
of media platforms. 

Recommendation  4.7.3. Maintain an exciting and accurate Village web site. 

Recommendation  4.7.4. Develop creative promotional events and campaigns (e.g. 
Put Your Foot Down) to promote businesses and evoke 
community spirit. 

Parks, Recreation, & Open Space 

Goal 5.0 Protect and Enhance Village Parks, Open Spaces, and Environmental Systems.

Objective 5.1. Continue to work closely with the Town of Perinton Recreation 
Department on all existing recreation programs and opportunities. 

Recommendation  5.1.1. Expand the utilization of Kennelley Park and Fairport 
Junction for community events and festivals. 

Objective 5.2. Continue to maintain existing parks at or above current standard. 

Recommendation  5.2.1. Work with the Town of Perinton to obtain funds necessary 
to upgrade the playground at Potter Park.  

Objective 5.3. Maintain and enhance adequate open spaces and recreation areas. 

Objective 5.4. Protect sensitive natural features, such as flood plains, wetlands, steep 
slopes, and water courses. 

Recommendation  5.4.1. Continue to adhere to State and Federal laws and 
regulations protecting the natural environment, such as 
the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR), 
floodplain regulations, wetlands regulations, and water 
quality regulations. 
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Objective 5.5. Encourage context sensitive designs which protect and enhance sensitive 
natural areas. 

Objective 5.6. Continue to maintain and enhance the Canal trail. 

Recommendation  5.6.1. Improve the pavement where needed between Perinton 
Park and the former Fairport Lady site. 

Objective 5.7. Protect and enhance the Thomas Creek corridor. 

Recommendation  5.7.1. Seek the adequate funds necessary to expand the Thomas 
Creek wetlands boardwalk. 

Recommendation  5.7.2. Create a brochure and signs to promote and explain the 
significance of the Thomas Creek corridor. 

Recommendation  5.7.3. Evaluate the feasibility of developing a trail along the 
Thomas Creek corridor and connecting it to the abandoned 
railroad right-of-way west of Main Street and other 
adjacent open spaces and trails.  

Recommendation  5.7.4. Develop the Thomas Creek Pocket Park on Main Street as 
recommended by the Fairport Village Partnership’s Design 
Committee. 

Recommendation  5.7.5. Encourage schools to utilize the wetlands as part of the 
curriculum.  

Transportation & Infrastructure 

Goal 6.0 Develop a transportation and infrastructure system that effectively meets the 
needs of residents, business owners, and visitors without having an adverse 
impact on the character and quality of life in the Village.

Objective 6.1. Encourage use of Turk Hill Road and Baird Road so that motorists 
without business in the Village can avoid congestion and delays from 
train and boat crossings. 

Recommendation  6.1.1. Contact the Genesee Transportation Council to discuss 
opportunities for funding (e.g. Circulation, Access, and 
Parking (CAP) Program) to study transportation related 
issues in the Village.

Objective 6.2. Work with local businesses and industries to identify truck routes that 
would result in the fewest conflicts with traffic in the Village. 
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Objective 6.3. Maintain an effective and efficient street network (including State 
Routes 31F and 250) without comprising character and walkability.  

Recommendation  6.3.1. Consider the use of granite curbs on all streets.  They 
protect tree lawns, help to define on-street parking, add 
scale to the street, etc. 

Recommendation  6.3.2. Maintain a maximum of one (1) travel lane in each 
direction with the exception of turn-lanes at major 
intersections.

Objective 6.4. Maintain and upgrade traffic control devices, signage, or other 
improvements or traffic management techniques to improve traffic flow 
along arteries within the Village. 

Recommendation  6.4.1. Evaluate the existing traffic lights and upgrade with 
modern technologically advanced systems as necessary to 
meet the needs of the transportation system. 

Recommendation  6.4.2. Continue to be an active partner in State Route 250 
corridor planning.     

Objective 6.5. Continue efforts to reduce traffic within neighborhoods during special 
events.

Objective 6.6. Encourage bicycle travel within the Village and provide bicycle routes 
throughout the Village which connect with regional routes. 

Objective 6.7. Improve access from Village streets to the Erie Canal trail. 

Recommendation  6.7.1. See recommendation 3.4.1 

Objective 6.8. Ensure the safety of pedestrians, especially in the central business 
district.

Recommendation  6.8.1. Continue measures, such as crosswalk painting, or 
“Pedestrian Crossing” signs, to alert motorists to 
pedestrian crossings in the central business district.  

Objective 6.9. Continue to maintain, improve, and expand the sidewalk network in the 
Village.

Recommendation  6.9.1. Identify and develop a plan to address gaps in the 
sidewalk network which interrupts pedestrians from 
safely traveling throughout the Village. 
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Recommendation  6.9.2. Coordinate sidewalk maintenance with scheduled utility 
repairs.

Objective 6.10. Ensure that new development provides adequate pedestrian circulation 
within the development site as well preserve and enhance connections 
outside the development site. 

Objective 6.11. Ensure that public realm improvements including sidewalks and 
crosswalks meet ADA requirements and recommendations from “Aging 
In Place” initiatives.

Objective 6.12. Ensure adequate parking in commercial areas and residential 
neighborhoods.

Recommendation  6.12.1. Evaluate the parking requirements in the existing zoning 
code and modify to provide the flexibility necessary for 
mixed use development to utilize alternative parking 
concepts such as shared parking and on-street parking. 

Objective 6.13. Allow on-street parking wherever it is safe to do so. 

Recommendation  6.13.1. Evaluate the safety of the two spaces on the east side of 
Main Street between the traffic signal at Village Landing 
and Pleasant Street. 

Objective 6.14. Continue to maintain safe and attractive public parking lots in the 
commercial/business district. 

Objective 6.15. Encourage use of public transit. 

Recommendation  6.15.1. Work with the Regional Transit Service to investigate the 
need for and feasibility of a Park-and-Ride lot within the 
Village.

Recommendation  6.15.2. Work with RTS and other transportation providers to 
publicize services to senior and disabled citizens as well as 
the general public. 

Recommendation  6.15.3. Work with the RTS to evaluate the use and location of bus 
stops and to provide necessary shelter, furnishing and 
signage to ensure that public transportation is comfortable 
and convenient for Village residents. 

Objective 6.16. Continue to ensure that current public infrastructure is maintained and 
upgraded as necessary and that all new development adequately 
addressing the potential impacts on public infrastructure. 
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Objective 6.17. Continue to work with The Stormwater Coalition of Monroe County to 
improve the stormwater quality that is discharged into water bodies. 

Objective 6.18. Continue to maintain the stormwater drainage system to channel water 
away from buildings and streets and ensure that new development does 
not cause drainage problems. 

Government, Community Services, and Facilities 

Goal 7.0 Continue to develop a Village that is a desirable place to live and work with a 
government that is responsive, fiscally responsible, and provides excellent 
services and a high quality-of-life for its residents, business owners, and 
property owners.

Objective 7.1. Continue to work with the Fairport Public Library to accommodate the 
library’s need for expansion and service to the community. 

Recommendation  7.1.1. Assist the library in finding a suitable location within the 
Village as desired by both Town and Village residents 
(indicated in the town-wide survey conducted by the 
library).  

Objective 7.2. Provide effective, efficient, and affordable services to Village residents. 

Objective 7.3. Maintain the Fairport Municipal Commission. 

Objective 7.4. Continue to inform and solicit input from residents regarding 
legislation, programs, and other actions taken by the Village 
administration.

Recommendation  7.4.1. Evaluate the effectiveness of current public outreach 
efforts including the web site, newsletter, and FACT 12 
and modify as necessary to improve communication to 
residents.

Recommendation  7.4.2. Incorporate and invest in technology to improve public 
input and communication. 

Objective 7.5. Support cultural and civic enrichment activities in the Village such as 
the gazebo concert series, parades, holiday celebrations, festivals, and 
public art. 

Recommendation  7.5.1. Develop an Arts and Culture committee to consider and 
develop a public art program and other events and 
programs.

Objective 7.6. Encourage practices that support sustainability including recycling, 
energy conservation, and green building design.
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Objective 7.7. Continue to make public safety a priority and respond to all emergencies 
in an expedient manner, whether on its own, or by contract or inter-
municipal agreement.

Recommendation  7.7.1. Update the Emergency Preparedness Plan. 

Recommendation  7.7.2. Continue to meet the standards of the Insurance Services 
Office (ISO) utilize the most advanced technological public 
safety equipment that budget will afford. 

Recommendation  7.7.3. Encourage elected officials to receive National Incident 
Management System (NIMS) introductory training as 
recommended by FEMA. 

Recommendation  7.7.4. Make first aid equipment (e.g. defibrillators) available in 
all public buildings in the Village and consider having 
them in select Village vehicles (e.g. DPW, FMC, etc.). 

Objective 7.8. Continue to maintain and enhance the public realm including streets, 
parks, sidewalks, tree lawns, and other public spaces.

Recommendation  7.8.1. Revise current maintenance practices for the 
commercial/business district and Canal district to include 
emptying trash receptacles more often or purchasing 
larger trash receptacles and weeding planting beds and 
tree pits. 

Recommendation  7.8.2. Replace brick pavers in tree pits on Main Street with a 
more suitable decorative material. 

Recommendation  7.8.3. Install stations for people to clean-up after their dogs on 
key streets, along the Canal Trail, and in Potter Park.    

Objective 7.9. Continue to maintain all Village owned properties to a high standard. 

General Land Use 

Goal 8.0 Coordinate and manage land use in such a manner to balance the impacts of 
growth and development on social diversity, community character, economic 
vitality, and environmental quality.

Objective 8.1. Improve the public realm, character, image, and overall quality of life.
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Recommendation  8.1.1. Develop design standards for the commercial/business 
district based on sound urban design principles that 
address:

a. Form, Massing, and orientation 
b. Roof lines 
c. Fenestration
d. Entrances
e. Storefronts
f. Materials
g. Trim
h. Other

Recommendation  8.1.2. Develop gateways as depicted in Figure 3-9.  The gateways 
should announce to motorists, boaters, and pedestrians 
that they have arrived to the Village.  They should include 
quality landscaping, signage, paving, buildings, and other 
special features.

Objective 8.2. Develop a vibrant mixed-use commercial/business district that is flexible 
and responsive to changes in market conditions.

Recommendation  8.2.1. Update land development regulations based on the 
Comprehensive Plan. 

a. Rezone parcels in the commercial/business 
district that front Main Street and are currently 
zoned manufacturing to a zone that includes 
mixed-use.

b. Modify existing zoning in the 
commercial/business district to include mixed-
use (horizontally and vertically) as a permitted 
use and modify parking standards to be more 
flexible.

c. Develop incentive programs to encourage 
mixed-use development projects in the 
commercial/business district that include a 
residential component. 

d. Prepare small area plans to consider re-
development opportunities, public realm 
improvements, and implementation programs 
for the following areas: 

Northwest quadrant of Main Street 
(near HP Neun) 
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Area surrounding Main Street and 
Church Street 

Railroad Street 
Liftbridge Lane  

Objective 8.3. Optimize land along the Canal to protect and enhance the public 
enjoyment, character, image, and economic vitality of the Canal corridor.  

Recommendation  8.3.1. Develop a “Canal Overlay District.” The overlay district 
would maintain the underlying zoning but would 
acknowledge the relationship that properties on the Canal 
have with this important travelway (see Future Land Use 
Categories, Page 4-15).  In essence, many properties along 
the Canal have two front yards.  The overlay should 
address:

a. Outdoor storage 
b. Fences
c. Water dependent/enhanced uses 
d. Public access 
e. Connections and linkages 
f. View and vistas 
g. Other

Objective 8.4. Develop a mix of residential densities that meet the needs of residents 
while maintaining healthy neighborhoods consistent with Village 
character.

Recommendation  8.4.1. Update residential districts to restrict single-family to 
multi-family building conversions. 

Recommendation  8.4.2. Consider rezoning the residential area surrounding East 
Avenue to match zoning in the Deland Park B area. 

Recommendation  8.4.3. Evaluate all residential zoning districts and update as 
necessary to provide the land development regulations 
necessary to effectively manage future residential 
development.  Special attention should be paid to: 

a. Maximum and Minimum lot size 
b. Lot coverage 
c. Setbacks
d. Scale
e. Rooflines
f. Materials
g. Entrances
h. Garages, etc.
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Future Land Use Categories 

The Future Land Use Map (Figure 4-1) depicts the recommended land uses for the Village of 
Fairport over the next ten to fifteen years.  The locations of land uses are based upon 
analysis of existing conditions and future needs, the Goals and Objectives developed by the 
Comprehensive Plan Committee, and evaluation of development opportunities and 
constraints.  The land use categories resemble zoning districts, but are not equivalent.  
Zoning may incorporate more or fewer types of districts without conflicting with the 
recommendations in the Comprehensive Plan.  The following describes each category of 
land use shown on the Future Land Use Map. 

Mixed-use

The mixed-use area encompasses most existing retail, service and office facilities in the 
commercial/business district.  It includes all properties that front Main Street from 
approximately 500 feet south of Church Street to approximately Deland Park A.  It extends 
to Perrin Street to the west and to the former DPW site to the east.  It includes all properties 
that front North Main Street that are currently in the manufacturing zoning district.  These 
properties have a strong relationship to Main Street and will be instrumental in 
revitalization efforts north of the railroad tracks. 

Mixed-use will allow for both vertical and horizontal combinations of retail, service, office, 
light manufacturing, and residential opportunities in the business district.  Design standards 
also play an important role in the mixed use district.  Buildings and structures should be 
designed consistent with Village character and to allow for flexible and adaptive re-use.  
First floor space should include entrances and window glazing conductive to uses that 
engage the street (e.g. retail and restaurants).  Incentive programs should be developed to 
encourage the development of mixed-use with residential components.        

Community/Public Service 

Land designated for Community/Public Service includes the existing and proposed sites of 
government administrative offices, police and fire stations, public schools, and cemeteries.  
These civic facilities are important components in the Village’s identity and should remain 
located in the Village.

The purpose of designating Community/Public Service land is to show recommended 
future sites for public facilities and to delineate where public and community services are 
already established.  The zoning designations for public uses are not significant, unless the 
public use ceases.  

Note: The Fairport Public Library is currently located in the Fairport Village Landing and is only one of several 
uses in that complex. Therefore, Fairport Village Landing is not designated on the Future Land Use Map for 
Community/Public Service use.  The Library is currently preparing a long term facilities plan which might 
require the Library to move to a larger facility. The Library is certainly an important civic facility and based on 
the results from the Library’s community survey and discussions with the Library Board, the library should and 
will remain in the Village.   
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Manufacturing/Industrial 

Areas designated for Manufacturing/Industrial use are located along the north side of the 
operating railroad tracks, including Village owned land in the northwest corner and land on 
both sides of Railroad Street, as well as the site of the Turk Hill Office Park on the south side 
of the Canal, east of Turk Hill Road. 

Most of the land designated Manufacturing/Industrial is currently occupied, although 
certain parcels are underutilized.  It is recommended, as indicated on the Future Land Use 
Map, that some land currently zoned for manufacturing be rezoned to mixed-use to allow 
for adaptive re-use opportunities.  Light industrial uses are encouraged to locate and remain 
in the Village in appropriate locations to provide local jobs and to diversify the property tax 
base.

The Village Industrial Development Agency owns several parcels of industrial land, which 
it leases to businesses.  The agency is active in bringing businesses to Fairport where 
appropriate land or facilities are available. 

Recreation 

Land for recreation includes all Village parks as well as the open spaces near Park Circle 
Drive and Winding Brook Drive.  The Thomas Creek Wetland Park and creek corridor and 
the inactive railroad right-of-way near Landing View Lane are also designated for 
recreation.

Preservation

The area on the hilltop northeast of Orchard Street is designated for Preservation.  It is one 
of the few undeveloped wooded areas left in the Village and is environmentally sensitive.  
The hilltop is privately owned.  The Village should try to obtain easements to ensure that 
the land remains undeveloped and protected.  The former trolley bed adjoining this area 
could provide access from Turk Hill Road. 

Residential

Most of the Village is designated for continued residential use in a variety of 
neighborhoods.  The existing distinctions in residential land use categories, as reflected in 
the current land development regulations, were carefully evaluated and have been deemed 
appropriate for the future.

Low Density 
Areas designated as Low-Density are the most restrictive residential areas.  Permitted 
uses are limited to one-family dwellings, public schools, municipal buildings, and public 
parks, community centers.  Uses allowed with a special permit include public utilities, 
private or parochial schools, hospitals, quasi-public buildings and recreational uses and 
bed and breakfast homes.  The minimum lot size for a single family home is 15,000 
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square feet.  Low Density areas encompass more recent developments of single family 
homes, located in the northeast, southeast, and southwest corners of the Village.   

Medium-Low Density 
The Medium-low areas allow all those uses permitted in the low density areas, plus, by 
special permit, shared residences for the elderly.  The minimum lot size for a single 
family home is 7,500 square feet.   Areas designated Medium-low Density include most 
of the west side of the Village south of the Canal, part of the northeast corner of the 
Village along Maple Street, East Street, and Homestead Drive, and land along the south 
side of Summit Street at the eastern edge of the Village. 

Medium Density 
Medium Density areas allow all permitted and special permit uses provided for in the 
Low Density and Medium-Low Density areas.  However, the minimum lot size for a 
single family home is 6,000 square feet.  The Medium Density areas are located along 
High Street at its eastern end, along Jackson Place, in the area north of Summit Street, 
along the south side of Summit Street west of Misty Pine Road, in the area west of Main 
Street near Deland Park A, and in the area east of Main Street near East Avenue. 

Medium-High Density 
The Medium-high Density areas allow townhouses, two-family dwellings, and multi-
family residences in addition to all the permitted and special permit uses allowed in the 
other residential areas.  Minimum lot sizes are 6,000 square feet for single family homes, 
6 to 8 dwelling units per acre for townhouses, and 12 to 15 dwelling units per acre for 
multi-family.  High Density areas are located along Landing View Lane, Perrin Street, 
East Church Street, North Main Street, East Avenue, High Street, and Durant Place. 

Canal Overlay District (COD) 

An overlay district is an additional zoning requirement that is placed on a geographic area 
but does not change the underlying zoning.  The Canal Overlay District includes all land 
that fronts the Canal which could span across several zoning districts.  The purpose of the 
Canal Overlay District is to ensure that development near the Canal is consistent with 
Fairport’s vision to remain a premiere Erie Canal community.  Thousands of people every 
year enter the Village via the Canal and it is critical that the experience people have is 
positive.  In residential areas, the yards fronting the Canal should have requirements that 
are similar to front yard requirements (e.g. fences, outdoor storage, parking, etc.).  In all 
other areas, typical front yard requirements should be addressed in addition to water 
dependent/enhanced uses, public access, views and vistas, buildings, entrances, etc.  
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Section 5: Implementation - 5.1

This section provides a general direction regarding the 
implementation of the recommendations in Section 4.  The 
matrix below identifies who will be responsible for taking the 
lead on implementing each recommendation as well as 
partners, potential funding sources, and priorities. 

Implementation Matrix 

Lead Responsibility L

Partner P

Funding Opportunity F

Market Driven

Critical Priority 1

HighPriority 2

Moderate Priority 3

Section 5 
       Implementation 

Implementation Matrix Key 
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5.2 – Section 5: Implementation
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Section 5: Implementation - 5.3
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5.4 – Section 5: Implementation
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Section 5: Implementation - 5.5
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5.6 – Section 5: Implementation
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Section 5: Implementation - 5.7
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5.8 – Section 5: Implementation
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Section 5: Implementation - 5.9
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5.10 – Section 5: Implementation
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Section 5: Implementation - 5.11



VILLAGE OF FAIRPORT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

5.12 – Section 5: Implementation
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Section 5: Implementation - 5.13
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Village of Fairport Resident Survey 
Summary Report 
Stakeholder Meetings 
Draft Design Overlay District 
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Fairport Resident Survey Summary Report

Count %

1 Which one of the following best describes residential parking in your neighborhood?

a Existing laws are satisfactory and the way vehicles park is not a problem 486 68.7
b The village should reduce the number of places where on street parking is allowed in my 61 8.6

c parked. 51 7.2

d

Existing parking regulations should be more strictly enforced by Fairport Police for residents and 

visitors in my neighborhood. 51 7.2

e No opinion/other 58 8.2

Total Number of Responses 707 100.0

2 "I think there is adequate and convenient public parking in the business district."

a Strongly Agree 223 31.4

b Agree 430 60.6

c Disagree 34 4.8

d Strongly Disagree 8 1.1

e No opinion/other 15 2.1

Total Number of Responses 710 100.0

3 Which best describes your use of public transit?

a I use public transit regularly (3 or more days per week) and depart from the village 4 0.6

b I use public transit occasionally (less than 3 days per week) and depart from the village 7 1.0

c I use public transit regularly and depart from outside of the village 1 0.1

d I use public transit occasionally and depart from outside of the village 5 0.7

e I seldom or never use public transit 691 97.6

Total Number of Responses 708 100.0

4 "Speeding is a serious traffic problem in my neighborhood."

a Strongly Agree 121 17.1

b Agree 181 25.5

c Disagree 307 43.3

d Strongly Disagree 63 8.9

e No opinion/other 37 5.2

Total Number of Responses 709 100.0

5 "I feel that non-local traffic using neighborhood streets is a problem in the village."

a Strongly Agree 82 11.6

b Agree 141 19.9

c Disagree 339 47.9

d Strongly Disagree 39 5.5

e No opinion/other 107 15.1

Total Number of Responses 708 100.0

6 "As a pedestrian, I believe the sidewalks in my neighborhood are in good condition."

a Strongly Agree 98 13.9

b Agree 433 61.3

c Disagree 96 13.6

d Strongly Disagree 35 5.0

e No opinion/other 44 6.2

Total Number of Responses 706 100.0

Village of Fairport Resident Survey Summary Report 

40 Question Questionaire
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Fairport Resident Survey Summary Report

7 "Personal safety is a concern for me while walking in my neighborhood."

a Strongly Agree 62 8.7

b Agree 88 12.4

c Disagree 327 46.1

d Strongly Disagree 210 29.6

e No opinion/other 22 3.1

Total Number of Responses 709 100.0

8 "Snow removal is not a problem for pedestrians in my neighborhood."

a Strongly Agree 125 17.7

b Agree 424 60.1

c Disagree 86 12.2

d Strongly Disagree 28 4.0

e No opinion/other 43 6.1

Total Number of Responses 706 100.0

9 "For me, the most important village character element

a is historic architectural character." 124 17.7

b are tree lined streets and sidewalks." 181 25.8

c is appearance of the business area and the ability to shop near one's home." 72 10.3

d is the walkability of the village." 198 28.2

e is the identification of the village with the Erie Canal." 127 18.1

Total Number of Responses 702 100.0

10 "For me, the second most important village character element

a is historic architectural character." 136 19.4

b are tree lined streets and sidewalks." 205 29.3

c is appearance of the business area and the ability to shop near one's home." 100 14.3

d is the walkability of the village." 167 23.9

e is the identification of the village with the Erie Canal." 92 13.1

Total Number of Responses 700 100.0

11 For me, the third most important village character element"

a is historic architectural character." 118 17.0

b are tree lined streets and sidewalks." 146 21.1

c is appearance of the business area and the ability to shop near one's home." 166 24.0

d is the walkability of the village." 138 19.9

e is the identification of the village with the Erie Canal." 125 18.0

Total Number of Responses 693 100.0

12 "For me, the fourth most important village character element

a is historic architectural character." 157 22.8

b are tree lined streets and sidewalks." 96 13.9

c is appearance of the business area and the ability to shop near one's home." 152 22.1

d is the walkability of the village." 129 18.7

e is the identification of the village with the Erie Canal." 155 22.5

Total Number of Responses 689 100.0
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Fairport Resident Survey Summary Report

13 "For me, the fifth most important village character element

a is historic architectural character." 166 24.0

b are tree lined streets and sidewalks." 75 10.8

c is appearance of the business area and the ability to shop near one's home." 202 29.2

d is the walkability of the village." 62 9.0

e is the identification of the village with the Erie Canal." 187 27.0

Total Number of Responses 692 100.0

14 "I think the appearance and maintenance of public streets, sidewalks, and street trees is

an important issue with regard to neighborhood preservation."

a Strongly Agree 438 61.7

b Agree 259 36.5

c Disagree 3 0.4

d Strongly Disagree 1 0.1

e No opinion/other 9 1.3

Total Number of Responses 710 100.0

15 "I believe the appearance and maintenance of residential properties is an important issue 

facing the village with regard to neighborhood preservation."

a Strongly Agree 327 46.4

b Agree 301 42.7

c Disagree 50 7.1

d Strongly Disagree 6 0.9

e No opinion/other 21 3.0

Total Number of Responses 705 100.0

16 "I think that preserving and enhancing village character is important:

a only in the business district." 39 5.5

b only in the residential neighborhoods." 15 2.1

c throughout the entire village." 624 88.5

d No opinion/other." 27 3.8

Total Number of Responses 705 100.0

17 "I believe the village should identify and designate historic buildings and structures to 

ensure that the external appearance is not altered to the detriment of the structure's 

historic architectural character."

a Strongly Agree 282 39.9

b Agree 298 42.1

c Disagree 56 7.9

d Strongly Disagree 25 3.5

e No opinion/other 46 6.5

Total Number of Responses 707 100.0

18 "I feel the formation of a design review board with the power to approve plans for 

renovations and new construction is a good way to improve and protect village 

character."

a Strongly Agree 150 21.3

b Agree 326 46.2

c Disagree 109 15.5

d Strongly Disagree 55 7.8

e No opinion/other 65 9.2

Total Number of Responses 705 100.0
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Fairport Resident Survey Summary Report

19 "I believe that the best way to preserve and enhance village character is to:

a create design standards and a design review board to approve plans." 221 31.4

b

provide voluntary design guidelines and create a design review board to offer guidance on 

plans." 260 36.9

c provide voluntary design guidelines with all building permits with no design review board." 133 18.9

d leave design completely up to property owners." 54 7.7

e No opinion/other 36 5.1

Total Number of Responses 704 100.0

20 "I feel the village should encourage water dependent and water enhanced commercial 

development where suitable along the Erie Canal."

a Strongly Agree 203 28.8

b Agree 331 47.0

c Disagree 55 7.8

d Strongly Disagree 20 2.8

e No opinion/other 96 13.6

Total Number of Responses 705 100.0

21 "I believe the village should allow boaters to dock overnight

a between the Main St. Liftbridge and the Parker St. bridge for a maximum of 48 hours." 115 16.2

b between the Main St. Liftbridge and the Parker St. bridge for as long as they want to stay." 43 6.1

c between the Main St. Liftbridge and the Parker St. bridge with short & long term areas." 159 22.4

d anywhere where the village can accommodate docking because I enjoy the boats." 322 45.4

e No opinion/other 70 9.9

Total Number of Responses 709 100.0

22 "I would support a high end, 15 to 20 room hotel or inn."

a Strongly Agree 156 22.1

b Agree 344 48.7

c Disagree 81 11.5

d Strongly Disagree 52 7.4

e No opinion/other 74 10.5

Total Number of Responses 707 100.0

23 The product or service that I would most like to be able to purchase or use in the village 

is:

a Books 52 7.5

b Theater/Entertainment/Performing & Visual Arts 189 27.2

c Bagels 43 6.2

d Outdoor Dining 182 26.2

e No opinion/other 229 32.9

Total Number of Responses 695 100.0

24

similar uses is adequate."

a Strongly Agree 118 16.7

b Agree 480 67.9

c Disagree 72 10.2

d Strongly Disagree 15 2.1

e No opinion/other 22 3.1

Total Number of Responses 707 100.0
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Fairport Resident Survey Summary Report

25 "Public/civic art is an amenity that I would like to see in the village in the form of:

a Art and sculpture in various public places. 108 15.3

b Theater. 38 5.4

c Performing Arts 57 8.1

d All of the above 307 43.6

e No opinion/other 194 27.6

Total Number of Responses 704 100.0

26 "I believe that existing village practices relating to replacement, maintenance, and 

addition of trees along streets and in other public places are adequate."

a Strongly Agree 104 14.7

b Agree 483 68.2

c Disagree 61 8.6

d Strongly Disagree 17 2.4

e No opinion/other 43 6.1

Total Number of Responses 708 100.0

27 "I believe the village should encourage a mix of housing types and price points to 

diversify the housing stock."

a Strongly Agree 80 11.3

b Agree 299 42.4

c Disagree 199 28.2

d Strongly Disagree 66 9.3

e No opinion/other 62 8.8

Total Number of Responses 706 100.0

28 "I think the village should allow in-law quarters, accessory housing, and other shared 

housing options to accommodate senior citizens."

a Strongly Agree 146 20.7

b Agree 386 54.8

c Disagree 74 10.5

d Strongly Disagree 25 3.5

e No opinion/other 74 10.5

Total Number of Responses 705 100.0

29 "The ability to live in the village as senior citizen is a concern for me."

a Strongly Agree 161 22.8

b Agree 207 29.3

c Disagree 165 23.4

d Strongly Disagree 33 4.7

e No opinion/other 140 19.8

Total Number of Responses 706 100.0

30 Please rate the value you feel you are getting for the Department of Public Works 

refuse collection and pick-up.

a Excellent Value 499 71.1

b Good Value 154 21.9

c Fair Value 42 6.0

d Poor Value 5 0.7

e Very Poor Value 2 0.3

Total Number of Responses 702 100.0
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Fairport Resident Survey Summary Report

31 Please rate the value you feel you are getting for the Justice Court.

a Excellent Value 162 24.0

b Good Value 300 44.5

c Fair Value 163 24.2

d Poor Value 29 4.3

e Very Poor Value 20 3.0

Total Number of Responses 674 100.0

32 Please rate the value you feel you are getting for the Village of Fairport Police Department.

a Excellent Value 319 45.5

b Good Value 238 34.0

c Fair Value 91 13.0

d Poor Value 37 5.3

e Very Poor Value 16 2.3

Total Number of Responses 701 100.0

33

Please rate the value you feel you are getting for the Fairport Volunteer Fire Department.

a Excellent Value 473 67.7

b Good Value 171 24.5

c Fair Value 50 7.2

d Poor Value 4 0.6

e Very Poor Value 1 0.1

Total Number of Responses 699 100.0

34 Please rate the value you feel you are getting for the maintenance of streets, public 

sidewalks, and tree lawns.

a Excellent Value 271 38.5

b Good Value 268 38.1

c Fair Value 111 15.8

d Poor Value 35 5.0

e Very Poor Value 18 2.6

Total Number of Responses 703 100.0

35 "I am satisfied with the way the Village Board allocates funds for services and feel that I 

am getting a good value for my tax dollars."

a Strongly Agree 106 15.1

b Agree 462 66.0

c Disagree 73 10.4

d Strongly Disagree 16 2.3

e No opinion/other 43 6.1

Total Number of Responses 700 100.0

36 "I feel the Village of Fairport should work with the Town of Perinton and others to 

consolidate services and programs where efficiencies are possible."

a Strongly Agree 218 30.8

b Somewhat satisfied 340 48.1

c Disagree 82 11.6

d Strongly Disagree 24 3.4

e No opinion/other 43 6.1

Total Number of Responses 707 100.0
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Fairport Resident Survey Summary Report

37 "I have found village staff/employees to be friendly and helpful."

a Strongly Agree 297 42.1

b Agree 371 52.6

c Disagree 9 1.3

d Strongly Disagree 3 0.4

e No opinion/other 25 3.5

Total Number of Responses 705 100.0

38 "I believe the Fairport local government cable TV channel (FACT-12) provides a 

satisfactory level of programming and services."

a Strongly Agree 38 5.4

b Agree 256 36.3

c Disagree 64 9.1

d Strongly Disagree 20 2.8

e No opinion/other 327 46.4

Total Number of Responses 705 100.0

39 "I am usually aware of pending village activities such as hearings and Village Board 

votes."

a Strongly Agree 34 4.8

b Agree 298 42.2

c Disagree 234 33.1

d Strongly Disagree 71 10.1

e No opinion/other 69 9.8

Total Number of Responses 706 100.0

40 "I am satisfied with the responsiveness with village elected and appointed officials."

a Strongly Agree 74 10.5

b Agree 406 57.6

c Disagree 40 5.7

d Strongly Disagree 16 2.3

e No opinion/other 169 24.0

Total Number of Responses 705 100.0

Total Number of Completed Surveys 712 100.0
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Fairport Resident Survey Summary Report

A In what area of the community is this response coming from?

0 Subarea 0 27 4.5

1 Subarea 1 138 23.1

2 Subarea 2 204 34.2

3 Subarea 3 101 16.9

4 Subarea 4 46 7.7

5 Subarea 5 81 13.6

Total Number of Responses 597 100.0

B How long have you lived at this address?

0 Less than one (1) year 22 3.7

1 One (1) year or more but less than three (3) years 69 11.5

2 Three (3) years or more but less than six (6) years 62 10.4

3 Six (6) years or more but less than ten (10) years 92 15.4

4 Ten (10) years or more but less than twenty (20) years 128 21.4

5 More than twenty (20) years 216 36.1

6 My entire life 9 1.5

Total Number of Responses 598 100.0

C How long have you lived in the Village?

0 Less than one (1) year 13 2.2

1 One (1) year or more but less than three (3) years 56 9.4

2 Three (3) years or more but less than six (6) years 73 12.2

3 Six (6) years or more but less than ten (10) years 63 10.6

4 Ten (10) years or more but less than twenty (20) years 119 19.9

5 More than twenty (20) years 235 39.4

6 My entire life 38 6.4

Total Number of Responses 597 100.0

D What is your age and gender?

1 Female 22 to 29 16 2.8

2 Female 30 to 44 83 14.3

3 Female 45 to 59 121 20.9

4 Female 60 or older 98 16.9

6 Male 22 to 29 9 1.6

7 Male 30 to 44 48 8.3

8 Male 45 to 59 89 15.4

9 Male 60 or older 115 19.9

Total Number of Responses 579 100.0

E The total number of people that live at this address is:

0 Zero (not a residence) 3 0.5

1 One 102 17.1

2 Two 256 42.9

3 Three 105 17.6

4 Four 84 14.1

5 Five 42 7.0

6 Six 4 0.7

7 Seven 1 0.2

Total Number of Responses 597 100.0
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Fairport Resident Survey Summary Report

F Please identify the approximate age of your dwelling.

0 Constructed before 1860 25 4.2

1 Constructed between 1861-1900 83 14.1

2 Constructed between 1901-1925 114 19.4

3 Constructed between 1926-1944 58 9.8

4 Constructed between 1945-1955 58 9.8

5 Constructed between 1956-1965 69 11.7

6 Constructed between 1966-1975 69 11.7

7 Constructed between 1975-1990 82 13.9

8 Since 1991 20 3.4

9 Do not know 11 1.9

Total Number of Responses 589 100.0

G Where do you work?

0 Within the Village 57 9.7

1 Elsewhere within the Town 56 9.5

2 Within the City of Rochester 90 15.3

3 Elsewhere in Monroe County 138 23.4

4 Elsewhere in a neighboring County 28 4.7

5 Elsewhere in New York 8 1.4

6 Retired 183 31.0

7 Homemaker 30 5.1

Total Number of Responses 590 100.0

H

Which one of the following best characterizes your thoughts about the Fairport 

Community?

0 A small village setting within a growing community of Monroe County 29 5.0

1 A small village setting whose economy is greatly dependent on the vitality ... 40 6.9

2 A historic village setting along the Erie Canal that provides a pleasant residential community 362 62.3

3 A historic village setting along the Erie Canal that has inherent qualities ... 68 11.7

4 A community that needs more commercial services to meet the needs of its residents 25 4.3

5 A community that needs more employment opportunities 4 0.7

6 A distinct municipality that does not have any common interests with the Town of Perinton 1 0.2

7 A distinct municipality that does have many common interests with the Town of Perinton 30 5.2

8 A community whose major commercial uses have left the Village and relocated ... 22 3.8

Total Number of Responses 581 100.0

I What was the principal reason you chose to live in our community?

0 Availability of inexpensive municipal electric power 37 6.4

1 Housing and land values were appreciating 14 2.4

2 The Village's services and facilities 40 6.9

3 Desire to live in a small village setting 272 46.7

4 Near employment 41 7.0

5 Born or raised here 91 15.6

6 Close to relatives or friends 43 7.4

7 Accessibility to regional highway system (Expressway) 2 0.3

8 Public schools 42 7.2

Total Number of Responses 582 100.0

J What would be the principal reason to cause you to leave our community?

0 Property taxes becoming too high. 277 49.0

1 Not enough commercial services nearby 9 1.6

2 Traffic congestion worsening in the Village 21 3.7

3 Desire to retire to a warmer climate 77 13.6

4 Job transfer or loss of job 85 15.0

5 Lack of choice in housing styles 15 2.7

6 Continued conversion of single family homes into multiple family dwellings 33 5.8

7 Lack of enforcement of existing zoning codes 16 2.8

8 Desire to live in a more rural community 24 4.2

9 Desire to live in a more urban setting 8 1.4

Total Number of Responses 565 100.0

Total Number of Completed Surveys 712 100.0
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VILLAGE OF FAIRPORT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

Appendix

Stakeholder Meetings 

Early in the planning process the Comprehensive Plan Committee identified several groups or 
organizations that have a special interest in the village.  Ingalls Planning & Design held a 
discovery/vision session with each group to identify specific issues, opportunities, and assets. 
This information was recorded and incorporated into the comprehensive plan.  

Discovery/vision sessions were held with the following organizations: 

1. Fairport/Perinton Merchants Association 

2. Fairport Village Partnership 

3. Fairport School District 

4. Perinton Historical Society 

5. Ecumenical Council 

6. Police Department 

7. Fire Department 

8. Arts & Culture Committee 

9. Fairport Library Board 

10. Senior Living Council 

The next page includes an agenda from the discovery/vision sessions.  



n g a l l s
planning & design

Village of Fairport Comprehensive Plan Update – Meeting Agenda

a
g

e
n

d
a Stakeholders Meetings 

Fairport - Perinton Merchants Association (FPMA) 
December 12, 2006 

8:00 AM 
Stephanie’s 

1. What is a Comprehensive Plan? 
Keeping the Plan updated is important. 

2. The comprehensive planning process: 
Phase 1: Planning Process Initiation 
Phase 2: Data Collection & Analysis 
Phase 3: Community Visioning & 
Outreach

Stakeholders Interviews 
Community Survey 
Community Meeting Mid November 

Phase 4: Issues & Opportunities 
Phase 5: Conceptual Framework 
Phase 6: Detailed Recommendations & 
Policies
Phase 7: Comprehensive Plan Document 

3. Discovery/Vision Session   

Questions to Consider for Discovery/Vision Session

1. What concerns does the FPMA have regarding businesses in the Village?  

2. What are one or two opportunities you think the Village must capitalize on to make 
Fairport unique and to stay “ahead of the curve”? 

3. What are the two most significant issues you feel must be addressed for the Village 
to move forward? 

4. What are the specific assets that should be preserved and strengthened to help 
achieve the ideal vision for the Village of Fairport? 
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VILLAGE OF  FA IRPORT 
Design Overlay District

Design Standards 

A. Purpose of the District 

To preserve and enhance the primary business and canal front districts in the Village of Fairport 

through architectural and site design that is representative in scale and character of traditional 

village design; to create public and private spaces that enhance the pubic realm in the commercial 

and business district; and to reflect the vision of the community as set forth in the Village 

Comprehensive Plan.   

B. District Boundary (see map below) 

The design standards described in the Design Overlay District are limited to the area identified on 

the District Boundary Map provided below, are consistent with the guiding policies of the Village 

Comprehensive Plan, and represent a district where traditional form is essential to the character of 

the community.    
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Decorative 
Wood Panels

Alley to Parking
Behind Buildings
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C. Referrals

The Village Planning Board, at their discretion, may request comment and review from the 

Village of Fairport Design Committee, duly formed as a volunteer board under the Fairport 

Village Partnership, for all projects under review within the Design Overlay District.  All 

applicants are encouraged to submit a set of plans to the Design Committee for review at least   

10 days prior to the designated review date. 

D. District Design Principles 

The following principles shall guide all development and redevelopment in the Design Overlay 

District and provide additional regulatory criteria for the Planning Board in its site plan review 

process:

1. Create, maintain and/or re-enforce pedestrian-oriented and human-scaled streets 

that promote safe pedestrian movement, access and circulation, and a pleasant 

experience for pedestrians. 

2. Encourage and promote direct visual and physical access to and from the Canal 

and Main Street. 

3. Promote the design of buildings and sites to be an integral part of the public realm 

with identifiable buildings entrances, active storefronts, attractive parking areas, 

and an effective/efficient circulation system.  

4. Encourage and promote the design of buildings, sites and public spaces through 

the use of design elements, details, architectural styles and materials or treatments 

that reflect traditional village character. 
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5. Locate off street parking areas to the side or rear of the structure and encourage the 

use of existing public lots whenever possible and, in cases where parking is 

adjacent to the street or sidewalk, provide clear separation with the use of 

landscaping, knee walls, fencing, or other methods viewed as appropriate by the 

Planning Board. 

6. Utilize landscaping to soften hard edges and buffer adjacent properties whenever 

possible.

E. Buildings Standards 

1. Form and Mass 

i. Buildings shall exhibit a vertical mass on 

the street and/or Erie Canal frontage. 

ii. Buildings shall exhibit a clearly defined 

base, mid-section, and crown. 

iii. All structures shall not exceed 6,000 

square feet of first floor area unless the 

necessary Special Use Permit is approved 

by the Village Board. 

2. Height

i. Structures shall be a minimum of two stories and 24 feet in height and a 

maximum of 45 feet.  Other building heights can be approved by the Planning 

Board with consideration given to: 

1. Height of adjacent buildings. 

2. Enclosure created by the building in relation to street width (building-

face to building-face). 

3. Vistas and views. 

4. Structure will be of unique value to the Village while maintaining the 

vision set forth in the Comprehensive Plan and the design standards 

outlined in the Design Overlay District. 

3. Width to Height Ratio 

i. Buildings shall have a width to height ratio between 

1:1 and 1:2.

Base

Mid-section

Crown

1.0

1.0 - 2.0
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4. Setbacks

i. Front Setback - All structures shall have a front setback of 0 feet from the lot 

line or when the lot line encroaches in the right-of-way the setback shall be 0 

feet from the right-of-way.  A setback greater than 0 feet can be approved by 

the Planning Board to create space for outdoor eating, public art or other semi-

public uses that enliven the street and/or Erie Canal corridor. Corner buildings 

are subject to the front setback requirement on both street frontages.    

ii. Side Setback - All structures shall have a minimum side setback of 0 feet and a 

maximum of 10 feet.   

iii. Rear Setback - All structures shall have a minimum rear setback of 30 feet for 

the purpose of providing internal parking, access, and rear yard buffer where 

applicable.  When a project contains two or more adjoined parcels and includes 

shared access and parking, the Planning Board may reduce or eliminate rear 

setback requirements if it will not negatively impact an adjacent use.   

5. Orientation 

i. Buildings shall have a clear relationship with the street and should reinforce 

the street framework by locating primary facades parallel to the street. 

ii. Buildings located on the Erie Canal shall have a clear relationship to the Canal 

and, when possible, locate the primary façade parallel to the Canal.  

iii. When buildings share frontage on the Canal and a designated Village Street, 

they shall have two primary or front facades. 

iv. Corner buildings shall have facades parallel to the street and/or Erie Canal, be 

of equal prominence, and actively engage the corner.   

6. Façade Composition 

i. When possible, buildings shall 

maintain alignments of the horizontal 

elements of adjacent buildings. 

ii. All sides of a building shall be 

architecturally designed to be consistent in regards to style, materials, colors, 

and details (also see materials).  

iii. Corner buildings shall be considered significant structures, given that they 

have at least two front facades visible from the street. As deemed appropriate 

Existing BuildingsNew Building
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by the Planning Board, such buildings may be designed with additional 

architectural embellishments, such as corner towers, chamfers, or other 

features to emphasize their location and serve as a visual focal point for the 

Village.

iv. A facade shall not exceed 36 feet width without a change in facade plane.  

Changes in facade planes shall be no less than 1.5 feet in depth and 8 feet in 

length.

v. Transparency

1. A minimum of 60% of all first floor facades with street frontage shall 
consist of pedestrian entrances, display windows or windows affording 
views into retail, offices, gallery or lobby space.  The building wall 
subject to transparency requirements shall include the portion between 
3 feet and 10 feet above the sidewalk.  Blank walls should be avoided 
and lively facades encouraged. 

vi. Windows 

1. Windows shall be vertically proportioned wherever possible. Upper 

story windows shall be vertically aligned with windows and doors on 

the ground level, including storefront or display windows. 

2. Windows shall be transparent.  At the discretion of the Planning Board, 

stained glass or other accenting transparent material may be approved.    

3. First floor windows shall permit views into the buildings.

4. Storefronts and entrances shall be oriented toward the street and/or Erie 

Canal and should be well lit to provide a clear presentation to 

pedestrians.

vii. Entrances

1. There shall be one primary entrance for each business located on the 

front facade.   

2. Entrances shall be clearly defined and articulated by architectural 

elements such as lintels, pediments, pilasters, columns, porticoes, 

porches, overhangs, railings, balustrades, and other appropriate 

features.
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7. Roofs

i. Roof lines shall be simple and consistent with the building style. 

ii. Gable roofs shall have a minimum pitch of 6/12.  Steeper pitches are 

encouraged and shall be consistent with architectural style. 

iii. Overlapping end gables must be separated a minimum of 6 feet unless 

covering a porch or stoop.

iv. Flat roofs shall have an articulated cornice which projects horizontally from 

the top of the building wall on all walls visible from the public realm. 

v. Architectural embellishments consistent with the style, such as dormers, 

masonry chimneys, cupolas, clock towers, and other similar elements are 

encouraged. 

8. Awnings 

i. Awnings shall be permitted at building entrances and windows. 

ii. Awnings shall be made of flexible woven, natural or synthetic materials. 

iii. Awnings shall only be illuminated by exterior building lighting. 

iv. Awnings shall not impede the free flow of pedestrian traffic on the sidewalk 

nor extend a distance greater than six feet from the building wall, nor shall they 

be lower than ten feet in height from the base elevation of the sidewalk. 

9. Lighting

i. Light fixtures attached to the exterior of a building shall be architecturally 

compatible with the style, materials, colors, and details of the building. 

ii. Mounting brackets and associated fixture hardware should be inconspicuous. 

iii. The examples of appropriate lighting scale, design and materials identified 

below are for reference and guidance purposes only and should not be 

construed as a limited list of approved lighting types. 

10. Materials

i. Natural materials such as brick, stone, wood and stucco are required as the 

primary façade material and all sides visible from the street or canal.  Other 

materials may be approved by the Planning Board if they maintain the 

traditional village character. 
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11. Utilities 

i. Air conditioning units, HVAC systems, exhaust pipes or stacks, elevator 

housing, and satellite dishes and other telecommunications receiving devices 

shall be thoroughly screened from view from the public right-of-way and from 

adjacent properties.  Screening shall be architecturally compatible with the 

style, materials, colors, and details of the building.

F. Site Standards 

1. Lot Coverage 

2. Parking & Circulation 

i. Parking facilities shall be located to the 

rear or side of structures with appropriate 

landscaping, attractive fencing no greater 

than 5 feet in height or stone/brick wall no 

greater than 3 feet in height. 

ii. The number of off-street parking spaces 

required shall be consistent with 

underlying zoning district.

iii. Where municipal lots are within 500 feet, or ample on-street parking is 

present, the Planning Board, at its discretion, may reduce or waive off-street 

parking requirements. 

iv. Parking areas shall be designed with landscaping and vegetative islands 

separating parking isles. 

v. Pedestrian passages within parking lots shall be provided in a fashion that 

connects each parking isle with refuge areas located within each island. 

vi. Shared parking agreements for cross-access between property owners are 

encouraged. The Planning Board, at its discretion, can recommend 

appropriate incentives according to Chapter 55, ARTICLE XA Incentive 

Zoning.

Lot Size Building Coverage Parking/Lanes Coverage Green/Open Space 

   0 - .25 acres 80 % 5 % 15 % 

.25 - .50 acres 70 % 10 % 20 % 

.50 - 1.0 acres 60 % 20 % 20 % 

Sidewalk

Building

Rear Yard Parking

Street

Building
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vii. Sidewalks shall be provided adjacent to all roads with a minimum width of 5 

feet and shall connect to the existing Village pedestrian circulation system.  

At no point shall a sidewalk terminate without connecting to an existing 

sidewalk.  In all instances, sidewalks shall be the same width as adjacent 

properties whenever possible unless a greater width is viewed as appropriate 

to create an outdoor space for seating, or greater gathering areas related to 

higher pedestrian traffic. 

viii. Internal pedestrian facilities shall be designed according to the following 

standards: 

1. Pedestrian facilities adjacent to buildings shall be connected to 

pedestrian facilities within parking lots. 

2. Internal and adjacent off-site pedestrian facilities shall be 

interconnected.

3. Shared parking lots shall include pedestrian linkages between parking 

areas and adjacent buildings.  

3. Landscaping

i. Emphasis shall be placed on retaining and enhancing existing vegetation. 

ii. Street Tree Planting 

1. Street tree locations shall be consistent with the existing tree line 

present on the street or on adjacent properties or a minimum of 6 feet 

from the curb line. 

2. Tree grates are required within sidewalk areas  where tree lawns are not 

available or appropriate 

3. Trees shall be in accordance with the Village tree ordinance and spaced 

in a fashion that is consistent with adjacent properties or a maximum of 

40 feet.  All plantings shall be consistent with the Village of Fairport’s 

Aboricultural Specifications and Standards of Practice and Planting 

Details.

iii. Internal Site Landscaping. 

1. A landscape plan, prepared by a landscape architect, shall be required 

for all development proposals.  Landscaping shall be in keeping with 

community character and be free from noxious plant materials.  All 

landscaped areas adjacent to vehicular use areas shall be curbed and 

otherwise protected.
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2. The applicant will be responsible for providing the Planning Board 

with a list of vegetative species and images when requested in order to 

ensure consistency with the character of the community.  At its 

discretion, the Planning Board may refer the materials to a Landscape 

Architect and/or Village Engineer for review.

3. The landowner shall be responsible for maintaining all landscaped 

areas and replacing any damaged or dead materials in-kind with the 

originally approved list of materials within a reasonable timeframe  

Instances where landscaping is not properly maintained will result in 

written notices and citations by the Village Code Enforcement Officer 

in accordance with the Property Maintenance Law.   

4. Refuse Storage 

i. Refuse storage shall not be located on a street frontage and shall not be visible 

from the street. 

5. Lighting

i. Any lighting used to illuminate off-street parking shall be so arranged as to 

prevent direct glare of beams of light onto any adjoining property or street. 

ii. The standard light fixture to be used in the District is the Fairport Harp (see 

Attachment A).  In areas that can not be seen from the public realm, the 

Planning Board, at its discretion, can approve other appropriate fixtures. 

6. Site Furniture 

i. Site furniture (e.g. benches, trash receptacles, etc.) shall comply with the 

Village’s standard site furniture (see Attachment B).   

ii. The location of all site furniture must be shown on the landscape plan and is 

subject to approval by the Planning Board.

7. Signage

i. Signs, as permitted by Chapter 41A, Signs, of the Code of the Village of 

Fairport. 
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Attachment A: Standard Light Fixture 
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Attachment B: Standard Site Furniture 

Furnishing Manufacturer Model No. Color

Bench Dumor 58 Series Black 

Trash
Receptacle

Dumor 107 Black 

Bike Rack - 1 Dumor 125-130 Black 

Bike Rack - 2 Dumor 83 Black 

Ash Urn Dumor 80 Black 



VILLAGE OF FAIRPORT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

Appendix

Environmental  Record 

The Village of Fairport adopted a Comprehensive Plan to guide land use and development over 
the course of the nest 15 to 20 years.  The adoption of a comprehensive plan is a Type 1 Action 
pursuant of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).  The Village 
prepared a Full Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) as required by SEQR.  The Village of 
Fairport Board of Trustees, as lead agency, determined that the proposed action will not have a 
significant environmental impact and a Draft Impact Statement will not be prepared.  The EAF 
and the Negative Declaration is on file at the Village Clerk’s office. 

The Comprehensive Plan provides a framework and guidelines for future decision making 
regarding land use and development.  Potential environmental impacts were evaluated for all 
goals, objectives, and recommendations.  It has been determined that the adoption of the 
Comprehensive Plan will not result in any large and important impacts on the environment.  
However, additional environmental review might will be required for individual projects to 
identify potential site specific impacts. 
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